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Findings from Project 
Name:   Rosemarie Bishop

School:  Cathcart Street Primary School

Proposal: Completion of research element of M’ed Dissertation on “ Listening to Parents – An examination of home/school communication.  

To examine the issue of inclusion in relation to parent’s perceptions of the school, how this effects the participation in the schooling of their child and to what extent therefore, can the school improve participation by improving its practice. The research used semi-structured interviews to elicit the views of two contrasting groups of parents.

Main Findings:  

· All parents have aspirations for their children that are balanced between academic/intellectual and emotional/social wishes.

· All parents have views about how the school can provide and improve its communication/reporting arrangements.

· All parents valued the opportunity to have their views considered.

· In defining ‘good’ schools parents agreed quality relationships and communication a priority above academic track record.

· The level of parent ‘confidence’ about how effectively they feel able to support their children is directly affected by a range of factors which include past experiences, perceptions of the school in which their children are educated and their own self esteem.

· Although their appear to be strands of agreement over certain issues there are responses which tend to fall more frequently into either Group X or Group Y, ( indicating that the criteria to define the two groups were not just arbitrary or perceptual.

· Staff perceive that there are different issues regarding communication between Key Stage One and Key Stage Two.

· Staff consider that perceptions of parental involvement changes between Key Stages.

· The results of the interviews provide the school with a range of issues for action to improve opportunities for inclusive practice.
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