Conclusion

This study has attempted to review the development of a pilot, mainstream inclusion base for children with communication difficulties, transferring from a special school for children with moderate learning difficulties and/or communication difficulties. This project was due to run for two years but unfortunately the funding was withdrawn after only one year. 

Seventeen people directly or indirectly linked with the project were interviewed on their attitudes towards inclusion, and their views on this project in particular. These results were compiled, analysed and discussed.

For the children themselves, the project was an undoubted success. Two children are now full-time in mainstream schooling, one is currently attending his local school part time. For a fourth child, the base showed that mainstream placement was not going to be appropriate and his secondary placement could be decided from that. 

During the course of the project, areas that were successful, or that were important to work on in order to further extend the development of the base, were collated. These were listed as key findings, and included:  the need for sufficient pre-planning and consultation with parties directly involved, and also those upon whom the project impacts; time made available for joint planning and working; specific curricular needs including specialist provision and differentiation, for children with communication difficulties; defining specific roles and responsibilities for staff; management and administration issues; transport and liaison issues; training issues; and all parties having a clear understanding of the model of inclusion.

There was also a clear feeling that the base could have been further developed to provide a flexible provision for a variety of integration and inclusion opportunities for a much wider number of children from the special school.

Because the means to carry these out would be different in other contexts it was decided that the most useful advice document that could be used and shared by colleagues in similar situations would be a question checklist for consideration. 

This is included within this study.

Although the authority has decided for financial and viability reasons to close the base before its two-year timescale was reached, it is hoped that the information learned will continue to be helpful for those children from the special school, and in other contexts who are due to continue inclusive mainstream placements. And that this will ensure the optimum means to make the provision as supportive and secure as it should be.

