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Overview of Project

	Name


	Ruth Wilson 

e-mail: ruth.wilson@virgin.net

	School


	Holy Cross RC Primary

Challis Street

Birkenhead

	Proposal


	To undertake modules of Continuing Professional Development at Chester College, linked to the use of ICT in schools.  This was to be for my own professional development as a teacher and ICT co-ordinator, and linked to the raising of standards of ICT within school.

	Main Findings


	· ICT increases children’s motivation and pride in their work 

· It enables those with poor attention to concentrate for longer periods

· Children collaborate more when using ICT for writing than when using pencil and paper

· Children’s word processed work is of a similar quality with regard to vocabulary and punctuation, but of shorter length than when pencil and paper are used

· The pairing of children when using a computer is a major factor in the quality of collaboration and work produced

· ICT can be used effectively to support history teaching as a source of information, as a tool for interpreting historical data and as a means of presentation 

	Outcomes & Further Development


	I was only able to take two of the ICT modules as one was cancelled.  However, I am taking an alternative module on Developing Writing in the Classroom.  

I have led a staff meeting on the use of Clicker to support literacy within the school, and have produced some guidelines and resources linking the teaching of history and ICT.  I also spent some time developing resources for creating web pages to use with an after-school computer club.

I intend to continue with further modules of CPD at Chester, with the intention of gaining further qualifications.  This is something I would probably not have done without the sabbatical.
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