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Overview of Project

	Name


	Elizabeth Elding

	School


	Park High, Birkenhead

	Proposal


	Is a subject website of benefit to pupils and teachers?

The department is the one I teach in, the English department.

The website is to include useful materials such as:

Skills pages, GCSE assignment details, exam information, catch-up materials, extension work, pupil-friendly grade criteria



	Main Findings


	· A departmental web site is an asset.

· To maximise the benefit of the web site it seems helpful to plan it with reference to pupils, learning mentors and teaching colleagues.

· It is helpful to have access to ICT facilities in a classroom situation, so that pupils may be guided through how the web site is set up so that they may use it independently.

· A website is useful for homeworks and helps to increase a pupil’s confidence in using the internet as a general learning tool.

· The web site needs to be updated in response to changing situations.

Learning how to use sophisticated software can allow a teacher to spread this knowledge. This is an added benefit. Most teachers would not have the time to develop this kind of knowledge in a normal working situation due to pressure of time

	Outcomes & Further Development


	The web site will need to be maintained and altered as time goes on. 

The knowledge I have acquired has enabled me to run an ICT computer animation course after school for Gifted and Talented pupils, plus others, in the fields of Media Studies, Art and ICT. Several colleagues have expressed an interest in learning how to use the Macromedia software too, so I am able to spread my new- found knowledge to staff and pupils alike. I feel this is a very satisfying benefit of my sabbatical. In addition, a colleague from the primary sector has expressed an interest in attending, so my sabbatical has had cross-phase effect as well!
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