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Log of Activities & Actions

	Name


	Sue Dainty

	School


	Vyner Primary

	Proposal


	· To research the use of Performance Level Indicators as a means of target setting for Foundation 1 and Foundation 2 year groups.

· To assess the levels of ability in language and literacy for all the children in Foundation 1, 2 and year 1 of my school through a screening process and then compare my findings with the results over a 7 month period in order to show ‘value added.’

· To highlight any specific areas of weakness by producing literacy and language developmental profiles for foundation 1, 2 and year 1.

· To establish a workable link between each stepping-stone in the curriculum guidance for the foundation stage and their performance level indicator counterpart.

	Key Activities & Actions


	· Following my initial discussion in October 2001 with Georgina Herring, English inspector and Su Lowy, head of Hayfield Special School as to the ways in which performance level indicators could raise standards for Special Needs children, I began my own screening process in November 2001 of Foundation 1, Foundation 2, and Year 1 children using literacy and language profiles based on performance level indicator statements.

· All results were collated on an Attainment Summary sheet with each attainment statement clearly indicating the date at which the statement had been achieved (i.e. Nov 01.) A blank statement box indicated that the child was still working towards achievement.

· I was asked to disseminate my results to all the Wirral Head teachers relating to the screening of Special Needs children using Performance Profiles at the Literacy Conference in January.

· Internet research indicated specific websites and information booklets to further my knowledge in relation to my study e.g.

‘Curriculum guidelines in relation to Performance Levels at www.nc.uk.net/ld’

‘ Target Setting for children with S.E.N DfES 0738/2001’

‘Supporting the Target Setting Process DfES 0065/2001’

‘Information and Case Studies on both the Curriculum guidelines and P Scales www.DfES-gov-uk/sen
· From studying the results of my initial screening using the language profile, there were clear indications that those children in Yr1 unable to play imaginatively with dialogue were also proving to be ‘reluctant writers’ in their literacy profile assessment. 

I spent some time with co-ordinators and colleagues from St. Joseph’s, Birkenhead and St. George’s, Wallasey. Projects had been set up in these schools piloting L.E.A initiatives, to support reluctant/unmotivated writers as a way forward to encourage spoken language prior to writing. I learned a great deal about ‘Story boxes.’ Particularly relevant were the ‘warnings’ of what not to do when setting up this initiative.

· I spent some time at Hayfield Special School – a real highlight of my Sabbatical. All of these children had specific language/learning difficulties and I was able to see, first hand how the statements of performance level profiles were used to further the development of every child as well as regularly assess their needs. I was able to make direct comparisons of Hayfield’s summary attainment sheets as the children entered their year group with my own screening assessment results made earlier this year in November for Foundation 1,2 and Year 1.

· Weeks 3 and 4 were spent re-assessing all children in Foundation 1,2 and Yr 1 to update their June attainment summary record sheets.

· A record of all main findings was kept, identifying main areas of weakness from the literacy and language profiles, resulting in target setting for all 3 year groups. All areas of weakness were discussed with H.T and recommendations were approved at Senior Management Level.

In weeks 5 and 6 –

· I produced a language and literacy development profile booklet for all Foundation 1,2 and Yr 1 teachers in my school to track progress and assess ‘value added’ throughout each year for every child working below level 1.

· I was able to produce a disc containing all relevant performance level profiles, with the help of the I.C.T technician in Hayfield Special School.

· In order to help teachers with S.E.N, I.E.P writing, I grouped all statements under the headings of Reading (R) Writing (W) Speaking and Listening (S/L) for each of the P. levels up to and including P8.

· I studied the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage and matched, through ‘best fit,’ the performance levels to each stepping-stone for communication, language and literacy. My sabbatical enabled me to retype the literacy curriculum guidance for the Foundation stage and produce laminated copies of all stepping-stones with P level inclusion.
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