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Overview of Project

	Name


	Sue Dainty

	School


	Vyner Primary

	Proposal


	· To research the use of Performance Level Indicators as a means of target setting for Foundation 1 and Foundation 2 year groups.

· To assess the levels of ability in language and literacy for all the children in Foundation 1, 2 and year 1 of my school through a screening process and then compare my findings with the results over a 7 month period in order to show ‘value added.’

· To highlight any specific areas of weakness by producing literacy and language developmental profiles for foundation 1, 2 and year 1.

· To establish a workable link between each stepping-stone in the curriculum guidance for the foundation stage and their performance level indicator counterpart.

	Main Findings


	Main Findings:

· From studying the results of my initial screening using the language profile it appeared that at-

Foundation 1 stage: although indicating a poor knowledge of ‘well known stories,’ they were able to play in Character using some undirected dialogue and show a good use of imagination. Where as at:

Foundation 2 stage: children had a thorough knowledge of ‘well known stories’ but were unable to show any imagination at moving a storyline on through play without constant input/direction from an adult.

By Year 1 stage: those children unable to play imaginatively with dialogue in their language profile assessment were also proving to be ‘reluctant writers’ in their literacy profile assessment.

· Discussion with teachers and co-ordinators from other schools highlighted:

a) A general feeling of ‘overload’ of year 1 stage at the N.L.S. (with many children already falling below the required attainment levels by Y1T3.)

b) A difficulty in showing ‘value added’ for those children who are working below level 1, whose progress, however small, should be monitored and recorded.

c) A lack of imagination in children which appears to hinder their writing skills.

The outcomes of my sabbatical have enabled us, in our school, to pose possible ways of tackling these three areas of concern.

	Outcomes & Further Development


	As KS2 literacy coordinator, I had limited understanding of the foundation stage apart from my direct work as SENCo  with Special Needs children working below level 1. This Sabbatical has given me greater insight into how standards can be raised by all children working below level 1, either due to developmental delay or because of specific learning/language difficulties. Over a period of two staff development days, my research findings and recommendations were discussed with all teachers and support staff. The impact of my Sabbatical has resulted in these outcomes:

· The introduction of time-tabled ‘story boxes’ throughout Foundation 2 and Year 1. (All toys, base mats etc. were bought out of Sabbatical money.) These are to be used with a view to teaching children how to use their imagination and communicate a story line which eventually will be scripted.

· All year groups from Foundation 2 to Year 6 have received a selection of short story reading books (compilations of mystery, adventure, humour etc bought from Sabbatical money.) The daily reading of short stories is now time tabled to help develop imagination and to enable all children to hear complete stories.

· Language and literacy developmental profiles are now in place for all Foundation 1, 2 and Year 1 children with a regular update Nov. and June in order to show ‘value added’ for children working below level 1. Stepping Stone Performance levels can now be tracked.

· All I.E.Ps for S.E.N children working below level 1 will target performance level attainment statements, using their last accomplished attainment statement as their baseline, in order to raise standards.

· Year group half termly literacy targets for Foundation 2 and Year 1 will relate to prioritised weaknesses identified from performance level profiles in order to raise standards.

· Lower ability writing groups, identified from poor progress through P. levels and assessments are being monitored. These  identified cohorts are now receiving additional support outside of the literacy hour from years 1 to year 6.

My Sabbatical has enabled me to continue discussion with head teachers and coordinators from other Wirral schools who have arranged afternoon sessions to discuss my recommendations. This I have found, and continue to find, extremely rewarding both on a personal and professional basis. I will be sending copies of my report to Hayfield Special School and St. Joseph’s Primary, following  personal requests from the head teachers. Further copies of the booklet I devised, for use in Vyner Primary, on language and literacy developmental profiles have already been disseminated by request to schools already showing an active interest (e.g. St. Lawrence’s Catholic Primary, Christchurch Primary Birkenhead and St. Joseph’s Primary Birkenhead)

By way of this sabbatical I have had the means and the time to identify specific problem areas and the opportunity to put into place a structured new approach in-

· Showing ‘value added’ for those children working below level one.

· Target setting for Foundation 1 and 2 to offset the feeling of ‘overload’ at Yr 1.

· Teaching children to use their imagination, encouraging communication and so producing emergent writers.

Using my knowledge of performance level indicators,  I would like to study the stepping stone section in the Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage relating to Mathematics and match performance level stages P3-P8 to each progressive step.

I kept a learning log for each stage of my Sabbatical research. Colleagues have found reading this useful, showing how initial areas of study could act as trigger points to further avenues of investigation which may help to support children not only in their own school, but could also prove useful in other settings. They have been encouraged and gained confidence to apply for a Sabbatical through reading the log and by seeing for themselves how much can be achieved in 6 weeks.
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