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Findings from Project 
Name:  Paula McGrane 

School:  Christ Church C.E. Primary Birkenhead 

Proposal:   To research the use of assessment in teaching and learning as a 

                means of improving teaching and learning. 

                To use PIVATS (Performance Indicators for Value Added Target

                Setting) to assess mathematical development within the Foundation 

                Unit.

Main Findings:  

· PIVATS shows achievement and progress in very small steps.

· Using PIVATS is quite time consuming to assess each child.

· Most of the children assessed scored lowest within the area of Number (Including Data Handling & Calculations) compared to Using & Applying and Shape, Space & Measures.

· Assessing children within our Foundation Unit using PIVATS has not provided any information that existing assessments do not already provide.

· Using PIVATS results alongside the maths audit helped to highlight areas that could be enhanced/supported by the purchase of more resources and equipment.

· The lower numbered PIVATS (P4) can be linked to the early Stepping Stones for the Foundation Stage.

· The highest numbered PIVATS (P8) can be linked to the Early Learning Goals for the Foundation Stage.

· Some performance indicators within the levels of PIVATS cannot be linked to the Stepping Stones or Early Learning Goals.
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