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Overview of Project

	Name


	Paula McGrane

	School


	Christ Church C.E. Primary School Birkenhead.

	Proposal


	To research the use of assessment in teaching and learning as a means of improving teaching and learning.

To use PIVATS to assess mathematical development within the Foundation Unit.

	Main Findings


	· PIVATS can show very small steps of achievement and progress.

· The assessments and audit of resources highlighted areas that could benefit from the purchase of further resources/ equipment.

· It was possible to see where some of the performance indicators and Stepping Stones/ Early Learning Goals were similar.

· Number was the area of mathematical development that scored the lowest using PIVATS.

	Outcomes & Further Development


	· Resources purchased will help to support/enhance the teaching and learning of maths within the Foundation Unit.

· PIVATS is not suitable for assessing children within the Foundation Stage as the original P Scales (pre-PIVATS) were written for use with children of National Curriculum age who are working towards, or are within the lowest levels for extended periods of time.  The QCA Foundation Stage Profile handbook (p.113) supports this.

· Would like to attend a PIVATS course autumn 2003 to develop own knowledge and understanding of this assessment method further.

· PIVATS would be a suitable method of assessment for K.S.1 & K.S.2 where progress is very slow and/or children with SEN at School Action Plus.
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