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Overview of Project

Name


Glenda Bennett

School


The Dell Primary School, The Dell, Rock Ferry, Wirral

Proposal


*To assess built in  progression and record of achievement

*To research the content and suitability of a variety of CD roms for use within the class room, with Foundation Stage children.

*To find out which CD roms cover which subjects and fit in well in the different aspects of the curriculum and the learning outcomes eg. Shapes and patterns or phonics. etc.

*To introduce the CD roms to the children and to assess their appeal and interest level, and general popularity.

*To assess how much adult input would be needed to facilitate learning.

*To assess their educational value and value for money

*To assess Progression and Record achievement

Main Findings


This research, although suitable to inform other teachers, was principally done for personal use within my own classroom and with the children of our school, I am aware that this research was subjective. Other teacher may find that they cannot use a certain CD or that one I had thought was suitable for our children may be too easy for children who have had access to computers from an early age.

                   I am also aware that there are hundreds of CD roms that are mainly for 3 to 5 year olds, and that time meant that I could only look at a selection. I chose some from well known educational suppliers eg Oxford press, Sherstons etc, some from commercial merchandisers, eg. BBC “Noddy”, Mattel’s “Barbie”and some on the recommendation of colleagues, friends and the children themselves.

                      From a personal point of view, I found that the most suitable

for use within the classroom were Sherstons “Izzy’s Island” “The Train Ride”

and “Teddys Picnic” –they touched on lots of curriculum areas and had good progression and ways to see what children had achieved. Sound Stories and Sound Activities were very good for Phonics. The Oxford reading tree CDs were excellent for early reading skills.

                           The children themselves were attracted by the commercial TV character CD roms like Barbie and The Tweenies but I felt that often these were difficult for the children to navigate and boredom sometimes set in.

                               All the CD roms needed basic mouse skills with movement ,control and click, so the children need to be shown basics before they can benefit from these activities. 



Outcomes & Further Development


I enjoyed having the time to sit and see exactly what each CD had to offer the children ( although going through the different levels sometimes got tedious)

I found some excellent discs which fitted well into planning, supporting learning objectives and I discarded some which were totally unsuitable. I enjoyed the Excel course and now feel a lot more confident and have used my new knowledge to devise formats for general school use.

New CD roms are coming on to the market all the time and I would particularly like to try out the ones for use on Interactive white boards, as a feel they are going to become an integral part teaching. 
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