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Overview of Project

	Name


	Pat Stuart

	School


	The Dell Primary

	Proposal


	To research the School’s history, presenting findings, artefacts and primary sources in a way which is motivating and easily accessible to pupils and staff.

	Main Findings


	· School Logs and Admission Books are a wonderfully valuable resource and should be highly valued.

· There is a real enthusiasm from past pupils (and staff, to a lesser extent) to share their experiences through questionnaires, phone calls and in person.

· Many participants remarked on the fun the experience had given them and spoke with genuine pleasure, recalling teachers who had greatly influenced their lives.

· Evacuation memories proved really fascinating and visits to the receiving schools gave a more complete and somewhat surprising picture.

· All Archivists and librarians contacted were extremely helpful and knowledgeable. Facilities for copying findings were particularly good in Newtown Library (digital camera images downloaded onto C.D.).

· The scanner was useful for copying borrowed photos and documents.

· Keeping a log of activities is essential.(You are really surprised at how much you have achieved.)

· Research of this type is extremely motivating. There are so many strands to follow and therefore no dead ends.

· Arranging and organising artefacts, memorabilia etc. into a collection rather than putting them entirely onto disk provides greater scope for classroom use and easily motivates the children in much  the same way as the Schools’ Library Resource boxes.

	Outcomes & Further Development


	· The completed “Treasure Chest” is pleasing and will provide a wealth of source material for future investigation by pupils.(Particularly useful resource for History Unit:Britain since the 1930s, and for preparation for The Dell’s forthcoming 75th birthday celebrations in 2007.)

· The whole experience was hugely satisfying and engendered a personal enthusiasm not experienced for years. The success was due largely to the support of the Headteacher who allowed me to have an uninterrupted 6 week stint, and to the reliability and skill of the Supply teacher in whom I had utmost faith.

· Future plans include the sharing of the chest with staff and children, and the possible publication of a pamphlet for former pupils and the local community.(May have to wait for retirement in 2004!)
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