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Findings from Project 
Name:  Pat Stuart 

School:  The Dell Primary
Proposal:   To research the school’s history, presenting findings, artefacts and primary sources in a way which is motivating and easily accessible to pupils and staff.
Main Findings: 

· There is a wealth of material available and past pupils (usually the over 25s) are  particularly enthusiastic about sharing experiences and digging out photos. The questionnaire proved very successful and was apparently enjoyable to complete. The responses should make it easy for children to make comparisons with current school routines and practice.
· The advertisement in The Globe was a good way to start and keen contacts were made in this way.
· Presenting all the acquired information on disk was considered demotivating. The artefact “Treasure Chest” will enable a whole class to investigate a range of topics at one time. Some information is on C.D. but the emphasis is on having a variety of source types.
· Archivists and Librarians are very helpful and knowledgeable but facilities in Wirral for taking good copies of documents and news items are poor compared to those in Mid-Wales.
· School logs, photos and artefacts are an extremely valuable and irreplaceable resource and should be looked after accordingly. Wirral Archives hold logs of schools which have closed.
· Wartime memories proved a real fascination and future research could be linked with the current “Liverpool in The Blitz” exhibition at the Maritime Museum and with the Second Chance group’s reconstruction of evacuation (also at the Maritime Museum).
· Keeping a personal log of activities is essential especially when returning phone calls, making appointments and sending out questionnaires and letters of thanks.
· Research of this type is extremely motivating and multi-stranded. There is always somewhere else to go when stuck.
· I feel I have only scratched the surface. I ran out of time to follow up all my ideas and contacts but maybe will return to them in the future.
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