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Findings from Project 
Name:   Mrs Jacqueline Cullen
School:  Eastway Primary School,  Eastway,   Moreton, 

             Wirral CH46 8SS

Proposal: 
To develop a Foundation Stage Unit which will involve Nursery and Reception planning for progression through the early Learning Goals and creating an environment which will meet all pupil’s needs and challenge the most able pupils.

This will be done by visiting other Foundation Stage Units on the Wirral, consulting Early Years Advisory Teachers, and research.
Main Findings:  

Visiting other Foundation Stage Units on the Wirral informed me that the rising 4 and rising 3 year olds are best being kept in two different sessions allowing planning to meet their needs.

From September 2003 our Foundation Stage Unit will admit Reception age children on a full time basis, rising 4 year olds in the morning session and rising 3 year olds in the afternoon session.

All Units had started to develop their outdoor areas and were allowing children to have free access outdoors. Since half term we have had a new large outdoor storage shed which contains all outdoor equipment including a variety of resource boxes. This has meant we have allowed children to have constant access to planned outdoor provision. The children have the freedom to go outside when and if they choose. This free flow between indoors and outdoors will mean we will be able to meet all children’s developmental needs.
From two courses undertaken at the J.M.U ‘Maximising Children’s Learning Through Play’ and ‘The Outdoor Learning Environment’ I produced a display and photographic evidence of how children learn through play (including the outdoor area) in the Foundation Stage and linked this to the Early Learning Goals.

It was clear from the courses I attended and from reading articles how important good recording keeping is if children are to receive support according to their individual learning needs. Only through frequent, ongoing and systematic observation will it be possible to gain that information . We are using post-it notes which are carried around and used when a child is observed achieving something in any area of learning. Planned time to observe children when participating in a child initiated activity is in place using observation sheets.   
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