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Overview of Project
	Name
	Claire Brodie  

	School
	Eastway Primary

	Proposal


	· To research how the establishment of a School Council can improve the speaking and listening skills of children.

· To examine whether or not the School Council improves the speaking and listening skills of not only class representatives, but of the whole school, through the children’s involvement in discussions in class and year group assemblies regarding issues raised or issues people want raised at council meetings.

· To explore and initiate opportunities to improve the speaking and listening skills throughout the school.

	Main Findings


	· The School Council gave the children in our school an opportunity to express their views and ideas. They were able and keen to have an input in the decision making process.  

· Council reps feedback to classes and discussed issues children wanted raised at year group assemblies, they also collected ideas via a suggestion box. Some Council reps sat at playtime with their notebook listening to people’s ideas or problems.  

· Most of the children on the council became confident, articulate speakers and they strove to listen and to be fair in representing the whole year group.

· The listening skills of the rest of the children did not seem to vastly improve through the class councils, however most children were able to contribute verbally to class council meetings. 

· Circletime sessions proved much more successful at developing all children’s concentrating and listening skills.

· Listening to audio books enabled children to access texts they couldn’t read independently and this has helped to widen their vocabulary.

	Outcomes & Further Development


	· With year 1 persuaded our local council to repair the vehicle entrance to school.

· Involved in the decision to renew the fence around the school field so that it can be used for sporting activities.

· To extend the provision of after school clubs for years 3 and 4.

· Holding elections for new School Council representatives in September 03.

· Holding the first School Council meeting this year to elect the executive committee.

· Training of the new School Council representatives.

· The direct involvement of Year 1 pupils in School Council meetings after Christmas this year.

· Use of circletime to discuss issues and problems culminating in Year 3 writing a presentation about friendship, which they performed for the whole school and their parents.

· Through staff training expand the use of circletime across the school.
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