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Findings from Project 
Name:   Hilary Fanning
School:  Kingsway Primary School
Proposal:   

· To investigate the framework for citizenship at key stages 1 and 2

· To research how other schools are developing their citizenship curriculum.

· To use the results to develop a citizenship curriculum for Kingsway Primary School.

· To support the staff in the delivery of this curriculum.

To give the children “the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to  … become informed, active, responsible citizens”. ( Curriculum 2000)

Main Findings:  

Participating in the Sabbatical Scheme this year has been a profound experience for me in many ways.

Firstly I have had time to read and research in depth and quality, time that I have never been able to make before. Citizenship and its links with PSHE is a nebulous area. There is a shortage of specific information in books, journals and on the Internet to support my original sabbatical aims. The time made available to me has enabled me to uncover sufficient guidance to help support informed progress on the delivery of PSHCE in my own school and has also rekindled my own interest in further training. On top of this I have had the time to further develop my own professional development as a curriculum manager responsible for PSHCE in a primary school.

Through this year I am now in the position to put in place a curriculum map for both key stages (1 & 2) which fits into the whole school approach to curriculum delivery.  To support each unit of work will be an ideas bank which  should enable each member of staff to deliver PSHCE each week with a focus appropriate to the particular age group. A programme of lessons detailing learning objectives and activities for each class will be  provided for and kept by each teacher .

Furthermore there will be a central resource base containing  boxed packs of themed books, big books, posters, photographs etc. purchased through the funding provided by sabbatical scheme. 

On a personal level, I have also developed skills and understanding of a much broader nature. Primarily these relate to technical and ICT associated skills. Using digital hardware – cameras to take photographs which were to form a basis of a powerpoint presentation. Putting together an integrated project which perhaps I would have had to do more often some twenty years ago. Including fieldwork, working with children of below average ability and having special education needs, and in putting it together in competition.

To achieve this I had to work with others, I became the specialist, and through the links I had made through the scheme I had the confidence to take on board the responsibility. I made links with other schools and other agencies and have worked with children on initiatives that challenged me as well as them and most importantly has encouraged me to apply for further in service training in this area as part of my continuous professional development.
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