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Overview of Project

	Name


	Patricia Woods

	School


	Leasowe Primary School

	Proposal


	Nurture groups
To analyse effectiveness of provision by analysis of baseline yearly assessment using information from Boxall profiles.

To involve all Wirral nurture groups (if they wish) , review data, teachers’ own perceptions and views.

To visit more established groups throughout the country to gain knowledge and view good practice.

To evaluate own school’s provision and inform future planning.

	Main Findings


	· The areas identified by Boxall profile with the greatest deviation from the norm were mainly in the diagnostic strands – unsupported development in the areas of rejecting/avoiding detachment , negativism towards self and others. self negating and inconsequential behaviour also score highly.

· As expected these targeted areas showed the signs of most improvement over the year

· In discussion with an Educational Psychologist from another authority. he stated that in his opinion, nurture groups had significantly reduced the requests for statutory assessments ,the number of issued statements and encouraged inclusion.

· Outside Wirral , nurture groups appeared to be most effective when they were tailored to the specific needs of the school.

· Significant progress and success with behavioural issues was evident in all Wirral schools.

· The network on the Wirral has evolved into an efficient coherent group of schools providing specific intervention now that teething problems have been addressed.

· Academic progress in my own school is a cause for concern.

· Future funding is uncertain as is the future of nurture group provision on the Wirral as it is a very expensive resource for the school.  

	Outcomes & Further Development


	· The need for  long term monitoring of academic progress of nurture group pupils at Leasowe.

· The opportunity to research academic attainment/standards at visited schools and others(as opposed to behavioural achievement)

· Development of nurturing approaches in Key Stage 2, linked with SEN funding.

· Investigate the use /legislation/logistics of video evidence in addressing behavioural problems.

· Elicit pupils’ views on nurturing after return to mainstream.

· Use Children’s Fund money to target and involve vulnerable pupils and parents in joint initiatives.    
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