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Findings from Project 
Name:   Lisa Ferguson

School:  The Lyndale School

             Lyndale Avenue

             Eastham

             CH628DE

Proposal:

· To research best practice in the area of “Communication Passports” throughout the Wirral and Great Britain.

· To collate all relevant information onto disc for all professionals and carers

· To provide training for all school staff.

Main Findings:

Ten local authorities were involved in the dissemination of information, providing a direct comparison to the primary aged pupils within The Lyndale  School for children with complex learning difficulties.

Within the school there was some very basic knowledge of alternative forms of communication , which lay mainly within the Early Years department.

The documents were too detailed , complicated , lengthy and poorly 

presented.

Some Wirral Schools used passports , again with no standardised format.

Six settings within the ten L.E.A’s used Augmentative Alternative Communication systems

Other methods used were Picture Exchange Communication Systems (P.E.C.S) 

Three out of six settings use this method.

Four out of six settings use MAKATON sign language.

Total Communication methods are used within two settings .

Sensory Timetables are used by just one setting.

Photographs were used by one setting .

Year books were also used by one setting only .

Five out of the six settings which replied favoured communication passports .

Sign language was the second most favoured method used by practitioners .

Settings have used A.A.C. methods between one and ten years , with the average time being four years .

Communication passports have been in use for an average of one to two years .

Passports can take anything from one to twelve months to make .The average time is up to six months .

Comments regarding this were mainly focussed around the time taken to compose a passport .

Information is collected from various sources such as computers , C.A.L.L.documents ( communication aids lending library ),home , school , health professionals , booklets , leaflets and collaboration with other practitioners .

The average time to compile a passport was 20 – 30 hours . 

Only one practitioner used the passports for transition to secondary education etc.

Five settings stated the importance of passports for staff changeovers and for”,outside “agencies           
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