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Findings from Project 
Name:  Simon Wallis 

School:  The Lyndale School, Eastham, Wirral.

Proposal:  

The challenge - to bring engaging, multi-sensory, interactive computer technology into the classroom for children with severe learning difficulties.
Main Findings:  

The children are enabled to turn a page on the computer screen like a book, via a touch screen, mouse click,  pressure pad, head, knee or blow switch - basically any device that can be used to make an “enter” command on a computer - all sorts of useful information is being accessed by the children through our PowerPoint presentations.

Armed with a digital camera each, The Lyndale School staff now record the processes of their National Curriculum activities and story board community visits to feed back into their class based work.  Sections of drama work with children dressed up and face painted as characters from Literacy Hour big books are digitally recorded as video clips, or still images. 

These still and moving images are named and downloaded to a designated folder on the desktop. (The Internet can be trawled for any additional images or sound effects). Voice-overs are made by the children using the computers own ‘sound recorder’ programme, along with scanned images of their good art or written work and photos are taken of any 3D craft work related to the topic. 

The information gathering is over -  The PowerPoint show building begins.  By simply inserting the pictures, videos and sounds from the designated folder onto consecutive pages (or slides) in PowerPoint and a little tweaking here and there with background colours, title music and some simple text and your PowerPoint show is complete.  The job's done and ready for the children to review their work.

With a single click, the half dozen, or more pages (slides) can be printed off and laminated as a ‘hands-on’ washable book, or as a step-by-step procedural teaching aid.  Photocopy them up to A3 and it becomes a ‘topic specific’ Big Book, or a task sheet to be collaged, or coloured in, or used for practising copy and trace writing alongside the text.

With another single click, the PowerPoint show can be launched and navigated by individual children.  Their switches are textured, characterised, or scented, to represent key aspects of the presentation’s theme.  Some children are enabled to engage (with support) through specifically selected multi-sensory objects on a lap tray.  These tactile objects  of reference create a link with the visual and audible presentation on the screen.
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