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Log of Activities & Actions

	Name


	Pam Ainslie

	School


	St. Laurence’s Catholic Primary School

	Proposal


	· To research school self-evaluation

· To research the use of ICT for recording documentation and collecting data for school self-evaluation.

· To examine possibilities of using ICT (excel, access) to track children’s/class learning progress through the school.

· To produce optional SATs papers to track science progression through KS 2 using QCA test base CD.



	Key Activities & Actions


	Prior to commencing my sabbatical I spent many hours preparing the planning and resources for the supply teacher who was to teach my class for the next five weeks.  This was to ensure continuity and stability for my year 1 class.  Spent time explaining all this to the supply teacher and familiarising her with the classroom systems and timetables.  

Week 1

Spent most of this week reading about SSE. (“Self Evaluation What’s in it for Schools” by John MacBeath and Archie McGlynn, “Doing Your Research Project” by Judith Bell, “Schools Must Speak for Themselves” by John MacBeath.)  I also searched the internet for Beacon Schools for SSE.  Found more information on the internet about SSE and downloaded Wirral’s policy for SSE.  Visited school several times this week to make sure my class and the supply teacher were all right.  Had a look at “The Corporate Self Assessment Handbook for measuring Business Excellence.”  

Week 2

Wrote letters to schools that are beacon schools for SSE as an introductory approach with a view to being granted a visit.  I approached three schools on Wirral one in Cheshire and three in Essex (Havering LEA).  Made decisions on approach to use when visiting schools.  Decided not to use questionnaires, but just to talk to teachers and to prepare some appropriate questions.  Bought a dictaphone as an aid to memoir in the hope that the head teachers will agree to its use.  Towards the end of this week I phoned schools that I had initially approached to arrange appointments to visit.  All Wirral schools were very accommodating.  The Cheshire school could not find the time for me during the sabbatical period the same with two of the Havering schools.  Spent some time on the Science tests using QCA test base CD.  Finished reading books and made some notes. 

Week 3   

Spent this week working on science tests and preparing for school visits.  Visited Woodchurch Road Primary School.  I am very grateful to Mrs. Littler for all the information and documents that gave to me.  Made notes on all the information I had received.

Week 4

Visited Pensby High School for Girls this week and Greasby Junior School.  Received excellent hospitality in both these schools and a mountain of information and documents.    Spent time making notes on these visits and listening to the tape recordings of interviews.  Booked travel and hotel in Romford for visit to Parklands Junior School.  Spent more time on the “Test base CD making science tests and compiling the marking systems and deciding on suitable charts for recording.

Week 5

Made a second visit to Greasby junior school on the invitation of Mr. Moss to speak to the ARR coordinator.  This proved to be very informative and useful.  Went to Romford to visit Parklands Junior school.  I really enjoyed this visit and am very grateful to Ms Gardiner the head teacher for all the expertise of SSE that she shared with me and all the documents she gave to me.  Finished off the science tests this week and looked at the possibilities that MS excel and MS access would offer to SSE for collating and storing information.
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