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Overview of Project

	Name


	Pam Ainslie

	School


	St. Laurence’s Catholic Primary School

	Proposal


	· To research school self-evaluation

· To research the use of ICT for recording documentation and collecting data for school self-evaluation.

· To examine possibilities of using ICT (excel, access) to track children’s/class learning progress through the school.

· To produce optional SATs papers to track science progression through KS 2 using QCA test base CD.

	Main Findings


	· This sabbatical gave me the opportunity to develop my knowledge and understanding of the process of “School Self Evaluation.”  I have had the opportunity to visit four schools, which are beacon schools for SSE, three in Wirral and one in Essex.  At all of the schools I was able to interview the head teachers and deputy head teachers about the processes that they have in place for SSE and to collect the documentation used.

· I also had the time to read two books on this subject.

· I have gained a wide understanding of how to make SSE effective in school and an understanding that it is vital for school improvement

· I have been able to make some valuable contacts and friends.

· All this information that I have gained will hopefully be able to use to the benefit of my own school.

· At first I found it difficult being away from the classroom and structure of school life to plan my own timetable until I built up a routine.
· I missed the children in my class and sometimes felt guilty being at home reading books when there is so much work to be done in school.
· I had the time and opportunity to make science tests with a marking scheme to track progress through KS2, which is something I started sometime ago and abandoned through lack of time.

· I have been able to develop further my ICT skill when examining the use of Excel and Access in SSE.   

	Outcomes & Further Development


	Would like the opportunity to put all my new knowledge and experiences into practice. I must try to keep up to date on developments in this field.  

I will try to develop the end of year science test made with Test Base CD and have already passed these to two other school’s science coordinators for their valued opinions.  

This sabbatical has given me more confidence and possibly the motivation to apply for a promotion.  Although I feel the need to have some training or guidance on interview skills and worried that I am perhaps too old to be considered!  So not sure.
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