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Findings from Project 
Name: Pam Ainslie   

School: St. Laurence’s Catholic Primary School  

Proposal:

· To research school self-evaluation

· To research the use of ICT for recording documentation and collecting data for school self-evaluation.

· To examine possibilities of using ICT (excel, access) to track children’s/class learning progress through the school.

· To produce optional SATs papers to track science progression through KS 2 using QCA test base CD.

Main Findings:

· That School Self Evaluation is vital in the process of school improvement.

· Schools visited (Beacon schools for SSE) began SSE some years ago to inform the head teacher that all pupils were receiving the broad and adequate curriculum that they are entitled to and that progress was being made throughout the school.

· The three Wirral schools visited were using the Wirral model of SSE whereas the Essex school was interestingly different. 

· The most important purpose of school evaluation is to evaluate what and how pupils are learning and to assess the value of that learning.

· The evaluation of teaching could identify the needs of teachers for professional development within the context of the school.

· There are ten indicators of an effective school (John McBeath).  It is these indicators that need to be evaluated.  These are:- school climate, relationships, organisation and communications, time and resources, recognition of achievement, equity, home school links, support for teaching, classroom climate, support for learning.

· The tools used for the SSE process can include: shadowing, observation proformas, photographs, videos, spot checks, diaries, interviews, feedback boxes, surveys or questionnaires.

· All parties being evaluated deserve feedback on the results of the evaluation in which they took part.

· Information gathered during the SSE process will inform the school development plan.

· It is a difficult task to produce optional SATs papers linked to the Wirral scheme of work using QCA test base CD that are simple to mark and level. Those produced need trying out and modifying.

· ICT is very useful in the collection and presentation of data collected during SSE especially Excel which will produce charts and graphs.

· Ms Access could be useful for tracking children’s/class progress through the school
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