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Findings from Project 
Name:   Karen Dalziel

School:  Stanley

Proposal:   

· Research the diagnostic process for pre-school child, primarily with ASD.

· Look at the pre-school provision for children with severe learning difficulties and how referrals are made. 

· Investigate if and how Stanley can improve links with pre-school provision.

· Professional development. 

Main Findings:   

· Having had discussions with various professional agencies I now have a better understanding of how each one works in supporting parents.

· I am able to have better informed discussions with parents having met most of the professionals that they have met, most of whom were previously only names on reports that I received.

· I have a better understanding of the Code of Practice and statementing procedure. 

· As most children start Stanley School with a Statement I did not appreciate the whole procedure that parents had had to follow before their child even started school. I now understand those procedures and can empathise with parents. 

· I have improved my ICT skills to enable me to produce materials  such as PECs symbols, photographic cues and timetable links for school, continuing the work that has previously been started by Portage and the NAS Early Bird scheme. This will make the transition from home, working with support from Portage or NAS, to school a lot smoother for the child and less stressful for the parents.

· I have attended a course to support the development and education of children with Down Syndrome and looked at new materials that are being used by other professional agencies.   

· I have had time to read professional literature properly, instead of quickly scanning it!

· I will share my findings with other members of the Early Years team next year.

Disadvantages:-

· Initial guilt at being out of the classroom.

· Finding suitable supply cover made it difficult to take more than a couple of days at a time. It would have been more advantageous to take whole weeks.

· Extra work in school prior to taking sabbatical time to make sure the children were not disrupted too much. 

In conclusion, I feel more confident in dealing with parents, having met many of the professionals that they have dealt with. I have improved links with other agencies, which will make for easier transfer of information, easing the anxieties of parents, which in turn makes my job a lot easier!

I have had the time to continue my own professional development and improved my ICT skills.
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