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Advice on what to do to stay safe in the event of a flood 
Accidental Flooding in Schools
In the event of a flood it is important to focus on the safety of staff and pupils.
If you get a call that your school is flooded:

· Ask Community Patrol if the building is safe and if the energy sources have been isolated. (Ensure all isolations are marked on the fire alarm zone plan within your school)

· Contact the nearest key-holder and ask them to visit the site and arrange to meet them there.
Assess

· Assess the damage
· Contact the LA to mobilise the appropriate contractors/FM support

· Move any portable /valuable items to safety i.e. laptops, IT, mobile portable phones, portable equipment, books, documents etc. 
Decide

· Can the school open or not? 
· Possible partial opening 
Communicate
Use Teletext, the school website, Twitter and local radio to:
· Contact staff (ensure you have all up-to-date details)
· Contact pupils (ensure you have all up-to-date details)
or Environmental Incident
Prior to flooding find out if your area is at risk from flooding.
· You can sign up for a free 24 hour Floodline Warnings Direct service by visiting the Environment Agency website www.environment-agency.gov.uk/flood or by calling Floodline 0845 988 1188 . Warnings can be sent by phone, text or email. 
· Schools should prepare a Flood Plan- use the link below to access the Community Flood Plan http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/floods/38329.aspx
If it is about to flood, DO THESE THINGS NOW:
· Tune into your local radio station on a battery or wind-up radio. 

· Switch off your electricity / gas supplies. 

· If you have a flood plan, put it into action. 
· Move important items to safety

If there's time, fit any flood protection products you might have such as:  

· Flood boards 

· Airbrick covers 

· Sandbags or alternative barriers 

· Toilet bungs (only needed for downstairs toilets) 

· Any other flood product

You should be prepared to act quickly and get yourself to safety. Put the safety of people first and listen to advice from the Police and the Emergency Services. Remember that their concern is for your safety.

Stay alert to localised flooding

Also known as 'surface water flooding' this usually happens where drainage systems are unable to cope with heavy spells of rainfall. There will be no warnings from the Environment Agency about this type of flooding.

The Environment Agency put a daily flood risk forecast on their website. You can also find out about the possibility of 'surface water' flooding in your area by checking local weather forecasts.

Floodwater is dangerous

· Six inches of fast flowing water can knock you over. 

· Two feet of water will float your car. 

· Flooding can cause manhole covers to come off, leaving hidden dangers. 

· Don’t walk or drive through flood water. 

· Don’t let children play in flood water. 

· When water levels are high be aware that bridges may be dangerous to walk or drive over. 

· Culverts are dangerous when flooded. 

· Look out for other hazards such as fallen power lines and trees. 

· Wash your hands thoroughly if you touch floodwater as it may be contaminated.
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