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  HEALTH AND SAFETY BULLETIN 03/08

New and Expectant Mothers at Work

The Health and Safety Executive has expressed  concerns about risk assessments not being completed for new and expectant mothers at work.   The health and safety of new and expectant mothers at work is covered by the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999.

Managers are required to assess risks to all their staff and to do what is reasonably practicable to control those risks.  They are also required to take into account risks to new and expectant mothers when assessing risks in your work activity.

You will need to keep your risk assessments for new and expectant mothers under review.  Although hazards are likely to remain constant, the risk of damage to the unborn child as a result of a hazard will vary at different stages of a pregnancy.  Dexterity, agility, coordination, speed of movement and reach may be impaired because of increasing size. 

To assist managers in completing a risk assessment for new and expectant mothers, please refer to the CYPD’s Guidance Document HS/ECS/013 New and Expectantant Mothers available on our website http://www.wirral-mbc.gov.uk/HealthandSafety/admin/PolicyGuidlines/Files/HS-ECS-013%20-%20New%20&%20Expectant%20Mothers.pdf.  A model risk assessment is also available which can be tailored to suit the needs of the individual, work environment, activities, etc. http://www.wirral-mbc.gov.uk/HealthandSafety/admin/Model/Files/RIsk%20Assessment%20Pregnancy.doc
Further information can be obtained from the Health & Safety Executive’s Health & Safety Website: http://www.hse.gov.uk/mothers/faqs.htm
Please do not hesitate to contact the Health and Safety Section on 666 4693/5611 if you require any further information.

Children & Young People’s Department

Health & Safety Section
November 2008
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