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HEALTH AND SAFETY BULLETIN 02/08

Outbreak of Meningitis Protocol for Schools/Child Care Settings

Meningitis is a serious Public Health issue and the management of a case is primarily the responsibility of the Local Health Authority.  The person in charge on behalf of the Health Service is the Consultant in Communicable Disease Control (CCDC) within the Health Protection Agency.  

The CCDC is the prime mover when cases occur and they will advise on what action will be taken. They have overall control of the management of any suspected or confirmed case of meningitis or any other infectious disease. 

The following protocol has been written to assist in managing a suspected/confirmed case of meningitis in schools and child care settings.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN ON RECEIPT OF INFORMATION FROM A PARENT/CARER/MEMBER OF STAFF THAT AN INDIVIDUAL HAS SUSPECTED/CONFIRMED MENINGITIS:

When a case occurs it is the school’s/setting’s role to liaise with and assist the CCDC in implementing his or her recommended actions. In order to minimise the risk of an outbreak the speed of communication and implementing agreed actions are paramount. 

1. Contact the Health Protection Agency (HPA), Merseyside  0151 290 8360 

· School/setting will need to provide details of the individual affected, the person reporting the incident and contact details of the setting.  

· The HPA will pass the information to the Duty Desk who will in turn contact the setting as soon as possible.

· The Health Protection Agency’s Duty Consultant will advise whether the incident has been confirmed.  (When there is a suspected case, GP’s, hospital doctors and microbiologists immediately alert the Health Protection Agency as to the occurrence.)

· In the event that the incident has been confirmed, the Health Protection Agency will provide guidance and support to the school or child care setting.

2. Contact the Children & Young People’s Department’s  Health & Safety Section 0151 666 4693/5611/5604.
· Advise on above.

· Depending on the seriousness or complexity of the case(s) the CCDC and/or CYPD  may convene the Local Authority’s Emergency Planning Team to assist in the management of the case, ensuring that the necessary resources are available. 
In the event of an out of hours emergency, please use the  Local Authority’s 24 hour emergency number 0151 666 5003.
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