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	Children & Young People’s Department 
	MODEL   RISK ASSESSMENT
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	When completed a copy of this form must be sent to your Line Manager



	Location or Address: GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT


	Date assessment undertaken: 23 NOVEMBER 2005


	Assessment undertaken by: 

D BAKER  -  PRINCIPAL SAFETY OFFICER

	Activity or Situation: USE OF EXTENSION LADDERS


	Review Date:


	Signature:


	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	Contact with overhead electrical services

Persons or vehicles colliding with ladder

Collapse of ladder

Slipping away when erected


	
	
	Users, other workers, general public

Serious of fatal injury

User, other workers, members of the public

Serious or fatal injury


	
	Survey area before setting up ladder

Provision of exclusion zones around working area, suitable signs, cones or 

fencing

All ladders to be inspected at least every 6 months, record findings.  User to check before ladder is used

Ensure correct angle of ladder.  Secure ladder to suitable stable fixing

No lone working practice when working

with ladders
	
	Assess the activity.  Can the work be undertaken by other means of access.  This must be considered if the work is likely to take longer than 30 minutes

All users of ladders must have received suitable training in the safe use of ladders.  Retraining every 5 years.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	Weather conditions

Falls from ladder

Unauthorised use of ladder

Handling Ladder

Falling objects and equipment


	
	
	User, other workers, members of the public

Serious or fatal injury

General public, unauthorised user

User

Injury from strains, cuts and fractures

User, other workers, general public


	
	When using extension ladders outdoors be aware of wind, wet and cold

Do not over reach when using ladder.  All materials and other equipment should be hauled by means of hoist, ropes or carry bag.  Always keep both hands free when climbing or descending ladder

Never leave ladders unattended.

Lock away ladders when not in use (secure storage)

Do not allow 3rd parties to use (non council staff) WBC ladders

Ensure user has knowledge of manual handling.  Assistance may be required when handling ladder

Segregate area below.  Show suitable signs.  Other workers to wear hard hats


	
	Wear suitable flat footwear

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Relevant legislation and sources of information

· Health & Safety at Work Act 1974

· The Management of Health & Safety at Work Regulations 1999

· The Working From Height Regulations 2005

· The Work Equipment Regulations 1992

WBC Working From Height Policy and Guidance Document  HS/ECS/054


	Training

Wirral Education/Cultural Services H&S Departments Training in The Safe Use of Access Equipment

(To be repeated every 5 years)



	Method Statement Required?            YES      NO


	Other relevant risk assessments

Follow guidance from the work activity risk assessment



	Additional Control Measures Needed (to reduce risk to as low as is reasonably practicable)


	Person Responsible 
	Date for Completion  
	

	Signature of Manager on Completion of above


	Date:


Risk Rating

	A   Severity
	B  Likelihood
	C  Final Score Rating: What needs to be done

	5     Dying or being permanently disabled

4     Serious injury/long-term illness

3     Temporary disability/3 days of sick

2     Will need medical attention

1     Minor injury eg bruise, graze
	5   Will almost certainly happen

4   Highly likely to happen

3   Not so likely

2   Even less likely

1   Unlikely to happen


	16-25   Stop!  Do not start activity again until risk is controlled

10-15   High risk level.  High Priority.  Take action straight away to control the risk.

6-9       Medium risk level  Tighten up controls and make a plan to do something about risk

*3-5       Fairly low risk.  Low priority but keep possible action in mind
1-2       Low or trivial risk.  No further action required



	So:  A  x  B  =  C

                                                                                                                                5  X  1  =  5








(1)
List hazards something with the potential to cause harm here:


Seek to quantify the level of risk the likelihood of harm arising based on the number of persons affected, how often they are exposed to the hazard and the severity of any consequence.

(2)
List groups of people who are especially at risk from the significant hazards which you have identified:

(3)
List existing controls here or note where the information may be found:

(4)
List the risks which are not adequately controlled and the action you will take. Have regard for the level of risk, the cost of any action and the benefit you expect to gain:
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