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	Children & Young People’s Department 
	         RISK ASSESSMENT

       RECORDING FORM


	M34


	When completed a copy of this form must be sent to your Headteacher/Line Manager



	Location or

Address:
	Date assessment

undertaken:
	Assessment undertaken 

by:

	Activity or
 4. Primary School Swimming 

Situation:
Lessons at a Wirral Pool with a 


Lifeguard and a Swimming 


Instructor
	

	Signature:


	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	· Travel to and from pool.

· Lack of breath due to asthma.

· Drowning.

· Cramp.

· Cuts, bumps, bruises etc.

· Changing for session.

· Moving from changing room via shower to pool and reverse.

· Access to water in/out.


	
	
	
	
	· See RA3.

· Staff suitably seated on bus/coach eg rear doors/emergency exits, upstairs and downstairs on a double decker bus.  Seat belts to be worn on coaches.  No more than two pupils on a seat.

· Pupils supervised on and off bus/coach.

· Conduct the activity in suitable conditions.

· A tightly defined, controllable area should be identified.

· Diving should not be permitted.

· No eating for at least 60 minutes beforehand.

· First aid kit to hand.
	
	


1)
List hazards something with the potential to cause harm here:


Seek to quantify the level of risk the likelihood of harm arising based on the number of persons affected, how often they are exposed to the hazard and the severity of any consequence.

(2)
List groups of people who are especially at risk from the significant hazards which you have identified:

(3)
List existing controls here or note where the information may be found:

(4)
List the risks which are not adequately controlled and the action you will take. Have regard for the level of risk, the cost of any action and the benefit you expect to gain:

	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	
	
	
	
	
	· Non-swimmers must be identified.

· Young people counted into and out of the water.

· Correct supervision and control of pupils.

· Explanation to all pupils about hazards they may encounter.

· Pupils need to be sensible and careful at all times.

· Strict supervision/monitoring of pupils when changing and moving about during swimming sessions.

· Pupils using an established code of conduct during sessions.

· Pupils know emergency procedures e.g. for getting out of the pool.

· All staff fully understand which pupils are in their group.

· AOTTs fully briefed regarding their responsibilities.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RISK RATING
a  SEVERITY 
b  LIKELIHOOD
c  FINAL SCORE RATING:  WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

5  Dying or being permanently disabled
5  Will almost certainly happen
16–25
Stop! Do not start activity again until risk is controlled

4  Serious injury/long-term illness
4  Highly likely to happen
10-15
High risk level, High priority.  Take action straight away  

3  Temporary disability/3 days off sick
3  Not so likely

to control the risk

2  Will need medical attention
2  Even less likely
 6-9
Medium risk level.  Tighten up controls and make a  

1  Minor injury eg bruise, graze
1  Unlikely to happen at all

plan to do something about risk




3-5
Fairly low risk level.  Low priority but keep possible action 





in mind.



1-2
Low or trivial risk.  No further action required.
So:  a x b = c

	ACTION PLAN

	Action Required
	Responsible Person
	Date for Completion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Ratios

	
	
	Ratio of teacher/lifeguard to pupils in the water should not exceed 1:12 with a ratio of 1:10 for groups of non-swimmers.

The swimming instructor counts as one of the teachers during lessons organised by the LEA.

	Additional Notes
	
	Qualifications

	· Ensure all staff are aware of the possible risks.
· All have knowledge of First Aid procedures when at the pool.
· Medication/Inhalers must be taken for the pupils who need them (pupils to be made aware of member of staff in control of these).
· Staff must regularly monitor and check that the poolside supervision is in line with the needs of the pool and number of swimmers.
· Regular checks made to ensure pool sessions and changing/working areas are safe to use (in good repair etc).
· As this activity is organised by the LEA there is no need for prior approval.  .  THIS ONLY APPLIES IF IT IS PART OF THE PRIMARY SCHOOLS SWIMMING PROGRAMME.
	
	· See C003/00 Swimming in Key Stages 1 and 2 – Introduction.

· ASA Teaching Qualification – provided by pool swimming instructors.

· Lifeguard Cover – provided by pool lifeguards.
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