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	Children & Young People’s Department 
	         RISK ASSESSMENT

       RECORDING FORM


	M34


	When completed a copy of this form must be sent to your Headteacher/Line Manager



	Location or

Address:
	Date assessment

undertaken:
	Assessment undertaken 

by:

	Activity or
 9.  Fieldwork

Situation:

	Review

Date:
	Signature:


	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	· Falls.

· Falling objects.

· Proximity to water.

· Rise in water levels, rivers or incoming tides.

· Hypothermia / Hyperthermia.

· Weils disease.

· Traffic.

· Abuse / inappropriate contact with strangers.
	
	
	
	
	· Party management appropriate to location.

· Detailed weather forecast including tide times for coastal locations.

· Helmets for all participants near cliff areas (geology excursions).

· Eye protection if using geology hammers.

· Appropriate protective clothing and footwear.

· Extreme caution with river studies in anything other than ankle deep water.

· Briefing re dangers of road traffic etc in urban fieldwork.


	
	


1)
List hazards something with the potential to cause harm here:


Seek to quantify the level of risk the likelihood of harm arising based on the number of persons affected, how often they are exposed to the hazard and the severity of any consequence.

(2)
List groups of people who are especially at risk from the significant hazards which you have identified:

(3)
List existing controls here or note where the information may be found:

(4)
List the risks which are not adequately controlled and the action you will take. Have regard for the level of risk, the cost of any action and the benefit you expect to gain:

	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	
	
	
	
	
	· Care with high walls on castle and fortified town visits.

· Be prepared to change planned activity in adverse conditions.

· Care with equipment, ranging poles etc.

· Local knowledge.


	
	


RISK RATING

a  SEVERITY 
b  LIKELIHOOD
c  FINAL SCORE RATING:  WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

5  Dying or being permanently disabled
5  Will almost certainly happen
16–25
Stop! Do not start activity again until risk is controlled

4  Serious injury/long-term illness
4  Highly likely to happen
10-15
High risk level, High priority.  Take action straight away  

3  Temporary disability/3 days off sick
3  Not so likely

to control the risk

2  Will need medical attention
2  Even less likely
 6-9
Medium risk level.  Tighten up controls and make a  

1  Minor injury eg bruise, graze
1  Unlikely to happen at all

plan to do something about risk




3-5
Fairly low risk level.  Low priority but keep possible action 





in mind.



1-2
Low or trivial risk.  No further action required.
So:  a x b = c

	ACTION PLAN

	Action Required
	Responsible Person
	Date for Completion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Ratios

	
	
	1:15 dependent on year group, terrain etc.

	Additional Notes
	
	Qualifications

	· A number of recent accidents and fatalities have reflected a total underestimation of the power of water and the effect of sudden immersion.  River study sites should be carefully chosen beforehand and not used if water levels rise in a short period of time.  Depths should alternatively made from bridges with due regard for the dangers of leaning over railings!
· The impact of fieldwork groups is an issue in more environmentally sensitive areas.  The digging of soil pits and use of geology hammers on rocks for instance should be avoided, particularly in sensitive areas.
· Ongoing Risk Assessment.

· Buddy Check System.
	
	· See H004/02 Educational Visits, Overnight Stays and Hazardous Activities.

· BELA or Summer ML if in remote terrain.

· Current First Aid.
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