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	Children & Young People’s Department 
	         RISK ASSESSMENT

       RECORDING FORM


	M34


	When completed a copy of this form must be sent to your Headteacher/Line Manager



	Location or

Address:
	Date assessment

undertaken:
	Assessment undertaken 

by:

	Activity or
11.  Piste Skiing

Situation:

	Review

Date:
	Signature:


	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	· Falls, Collisions.

· Cold Related injuries.

· Avalanches.

· Getting lost.

· Snow blindness.

· Sunburn.

· Effects of Altitude.

· Inappropriate contact with strangers.

· Pupils being isolated from staff.

· Terrain – big drops, icy patches.

· Change in weather.

· Lack of control of speed.


	
	
	
	
	· Before commencement of the session, it is recommended that pupils should ‘warm up’.
· Before commencement of the session, young people must be reminded of the safety precautions to be followed.

· The use of mittens or gloves, long sleeved protective clothing and eye protection is essential.

· Pupils must not be allowed to ski unsupervised.

· Only qualified ski technicians may adjust bindings.

· Young people should be made familiar with the 'Skiers Code'.

	
	


1)
List hazards something with the potential to cause harm here:


Seek to quantify the level of risk the likelihood of harm arising based on the number of persons affected, how often they are exposed to the hazard and the severity of any consequence.

(2)
List groups of people who are especially at risk from the significant hazards which you have identified:

(3)
List existing controls here or note where the information may be found:

(4)
List the risks which are not adequately controlled and the action you will take. Have regard for the level of risk, the cost of any action and the benefit you expect to gain:

	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	· Equipment failure.

· Lost equipment (descending/ascending on foot).
	
	
	
	
	· The leader must ensure that an adult member of the party is located in an area near to the ski-slopes.  The location of the adult must be known to all the children so if while skiing a group member has a problem they can locate a member of staff easily.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RISK RATING

a  SEVERITY 
b  LIKELIHOOD
c  FINAL SCORE RATING:  WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

5  Dying or being permanently disabled
5  Will almost certainly happen
16–25
Stop! Do not start activity again until risk is controlled

4  Serious injury/long-term illness
4  Highly likely to happen
10-15
High risk level, High priority.  Take action straight away  

3  Temporary disability/3 days off sick
3  Not so likely

to control the risk

2  Will need medical attention
2  Even less likely
 6-9
Medium risk level.  Tighten up controls and make a  

1  Minor injury eg bruise, graze
1  Unlikely to happen at all

plan to do something about risk




3-5
Fairly low risk level.  Low priority but keep possible action 





in mind.



1-2
Low or trivial risk.  No further action required.
So:  a x b = c

	ACTION PLAN

	Action Required
	Responsible Person
	Date for Completion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	Ratios

	
	
	1:12
A second responsible adult who is a competent skier should accompany the group.

	Additional Notes
	
	Qualifications

	· At least one of the party leaders must hold the SCO Award part 1 and have 5 years of experience.  Visit leaders are strongly advised to hold the Alpine Ski Leaders Award (formerly the SCOII).  Ski tour companies may offer attendance on these courses in place of inspection visits.  SCO II holders can upgrade to ASLA, details from the English Ski Council 0121 501 2314.

· Visit leaders are advised to opt for full instructional provision of 4 or 5 hours per day.

· Although the instruction will be in the hands of the ski school, the leader together with the accompanying staff retain overall responsibility for monitoring the organisation of the lessons and the quality of the lessons.  If the leader is not satisfied that appropriate standards are maintained he/she must complain to the tour operator’s representative immediately.

· The use of helmets with novice skiers is increasing annually.  There are arguments for and against but perceived good practice changes over time; in future the use of helmets for young people may be the norm. Parents may wish to make an informed choice as to whether or not their children wear helmets.

· Accidents on skiing visits often happen outside of skiing activities.  Tobogganing, sledging, ‘poly bagging’ and ice skating all have their own associated safety issues which should be carefully considered before inclusion in a programme.

· Serious accidents and fatalities have occurred as a result of misuse of hotel balconies.  Balconies also present possible unauthorised entry and exit points for pupils and /or unwelcome visitors.
· Staff supervised ski sessions: The following guidelines must be applied:
· Any additional skiing must be supervised by leaders/instructors who have at least the SCO2 qualifications.
· Most staff supervised sessions will usually take place following formal instructional sessions, normally towards the end of a skiing day.  It is essential to recognise the likelihood of fatigue and plan accordingly.

· Sessions should only be undertaken on local, easy slopes familiar both to students and leaders, and should be of short duration.

· Where skiing is supervised from a static position, then that teacher should have sight of the whole slope and ski tow and pupils that fail to ski under control be excluded from the session.

· Under no circumstances should groups be taken off piste, on pistes unfamiliar to students or leaders or on expeditions from piste to piste.

· Most staff will not be qualified to instruct and should avoid any attempt to introduce new skills.

· Teachers who wish to ski with their groups beyond the definitions above should hold the Alpine Ski Course Leader Award.
· This is a ‘Category 3’ activity and therefore requires prior approval from the LEA even if the party leader is qualified.


	
	· See H005/02 - Safety in Outdoor Education - Chapter 12.3

· Ski Course Organiser (SCO1): Minimum for at least one of the Party Leaders.

· Alpine Ski Course Leader: Recommended for Party Leader.

· BASI 3 (Min) or Instructor approved by the Local Ski school at the resort for teaching skiing.
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