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	Children & Young People’s Department 
	         RISK ASSESSMENT

       RECORDING FORM


	M34


	When completed a copy of this form must be sent to your Headteacher/Line Manager



	Location or

Address:
	Date assessment

undertaken:
	Assessment undertaken 

by:

	Activity or
12.  Rock Climbing & Abseiling

Situation:

	Review

Date:
	Signature:


	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	· Falls, objects falling.

· Incorrect belay technique or use of belay device.

· Hand injuries.

· Leg injuries.

· Equipment failure.

· Falls and slips.

· Improper use of equipment.

· Terrain – loose rock, big drops, steep slopes.

· Presence of other users.


	
	
	
	
	· Before commencement of the session, pupils must be reminded of the safety precautions to be followed.

· Pupils should warm up before climbing.

· Jewellery and rings must be removed, long hair tied back to avoid entrapment in belay and abseil devices.

· All participants on outdoor crags should wear helmets and it is recommended that those leading on artificial inside walls also wear them.

· A releasable abseil rope system must be used with abseiling sessions, together with a secondary safety system for the participant.

· Non-participants must not wait directly under the crag nor be in the ‘arrival’ area for abseilers.


	
	


1)
List hazards something with the potential to cause harm here:


Seek to quantify the level of risk the likelihood of harm arising based on the number of persons affected, how often they are exposed to the hazard and the severity of any consequence.

(2)
List groups of people who are especially at risk from the significant hazards which you have identified:

(3)
List existing controls here or note where the information may be found:

(4)
List the risks which are not adequately controlled and the action you will take. Have regard for the level of risk, the cost of any action and the benefit you expect to gain:

	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	
	
	
	
	
	· Standard operating procedures of the activity apply (BMC, MLTB).

· Appropriate protective clothing.

· Careful supervision of belaying should take place with novices.

· Appropriate footwear.

· Briefing on movement on terrain.

· Briefing on boundaries.
	
	


RISK RATING
a  SEVERITY 
b  LIKELIHOOD
c  FINAL SCORE RATING:  WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

5  Dying or being permanently disabled
5  Will almost certainly happen
16–25
Stop! Do not start activity again until risk is controlled

4  Serious injury/long-term illness
4  Highly likely to happen
10-15
High risk level, High priority.  Take action straight away  

3  Temporary disability/3 days off sick
3  Not so likely

to control the risk

2  Will need medical attention
2  Even less likely
 6-9
Medium risk level.  Tighten up controls and make a  

1  Minor injury eg bruise, graze
1  Unlikely to happen at all

plan to do something about risk




3-5
Fairly low risk level.  Low priority but keep possible action 





in mind.



1-2
Low or trivial risk.  No further action required.
So:  a x b = c

	ACTION PLAN

	Action Required
	Responsible Person
	Date for Completion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	Ratios

	
	
	1:12
Single Pitch Rock Climbing (with maximum of 3 climbing at any one time).

1:9
Single Pitch Rock climbing.

1:3
Multi Pitch Rock climbing.



	Additional Notes
	
	Qualifications

	· Serious accidents and fatalities have occurred as a result of accidentally clipping main climbing rope into gear loops sewn on harnesses.
· Few, if any belay devices can be considered foolproof.  There are a number of accidents and near misses recorded with the use or misuse of gri-gris for instance.
· This is a Category 3 activity and therefore requires prior approval from the LEA even if the Party Leader is qualified.

	
	· See H005/02 - Safety in Outdoor Education - Chapter 10.7

· Indoor and Artificial Walls: SPA.

· Single pitch climbs on non remote or non tidal cliffs: Single Pitch Award.

· Multipitch climbs: Mountain Instructors Award (MIA).

· Centre must have AALA.
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