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	Children & Young People’s
Department
	         RISK ASSESSMENT

       RECORDING FORM


	M34


	When completed a copy of this form must be sent to your Headteacher/Line Manager



	Location or

Address:
	Date assessment

undertaken:
	Assessment undertaken 

by:


	Activity or
20. Gorge Walking/Ghyll 

Situation:
Scrambling/Sea Level



Traversing
	Review

Date:
	Signature:


	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	· Falls.

· Stone fall.

· Sudden changes in weather conditions.

· Sudden changes in water levels.

· Hypothermia.

· Belay failure with tensioned ropes.

· Falls/slips.

· Difficult access/egress.

· Terrain – loose rock, big drops, steep slopes.

· Foot entrapment.

· Drowning.
	
	
	
	
	· Detailed weather forecast and water level report if available.

· Appropriate protective clothing.

· Climbing helmets for all participants.

· Buoyancy aids for all venues where a fall into deep water is possible.

· Judicious belay selection and care constructing Tyrolean traverses.

· Careful briefing and supervision of group.

· Appropriate footwear.

· Emergency equipment/rescue equipment.

· Consider emergency access/egress points.
	
	


1)
List hazards something with the potential to cause harm here:


Seek to quantify the level of risk the likelihood of harm arising based on the number of persons affected, how often they are exposed to the hazard and the severity of any consequence.

(2)
List groups of people who are especially at risk from the significant hazards which you have identified:

(3)
List existing controls here or note where the information may be found:

(4)
List the risks which are not adequately controlled and the action you will take. Have regard for the level of risk, the cost of any action and the benefit you expect to gain:

	(1)
Hazard
	Risk
	
	(2)
Who might be harmed and how?
	
	(3)
What controls exist to reduce risk?
	
	(4)
What action can be taken to further reduce risk?

	· Improper use of equipment.

· Equipment failure.

· Unusual waves (sea level traversing) from passing boats, etc.


	
	
	
	
	· Effective signalling system for communications.

· Establish boundaries/system for regrouping.

· Safety checks on equipment.
	
	


RISK RATING

a  SEVERITY 
b  LIKELIHOOD
c  FINAL SCORE RATING:  WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

5  Dying or being permanently disabled
5  Will almost certainly happen
16–25
Stop! Do not start activity again until risk is controlled

4  Serious injury/long-term illness
4  Highly likely to happen
10-15
High risk level, High priority.  Take action straight away  

3  Temporary disability/3 days off sick
3  Not so likely

to control the risk

2  Will need medical attention
2  Even less likely
 6-9
Medium risk level.  Tighten up controls and make a  

1  Minor injury eg bruise, graze
1  Unlikely to happen at all

plan to do something about risk




3-5
Fairly low risk level.  Low priority but keep possible action 





in mind.



1-2
Low or trivial risk.  No further action required.
So:  a x b = c

	ACTION PLAN

	Action Required
	Responsible Person
	Date for Completion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Ratios

	
	
	Simple/Intermediate Gorge 1:12 with a second responsible adult

Advanced Gorge 1:8 with a second responsible adult

	Additional Notes
	
	Qualifications

	(
These activities can require a depth of expertise, experience and technical ability in more than one activity.
(
Where entry into water is likely, leaders must carefully consider methods of safeguarding and retrieving any participant in the water.
· This is a Category 3 activity and thus requires prior approval from the LEA even if the party leader is qualified.
	
	· See H005/02 - Safety in Outdoor Education Chapter 8.2

· Mountain Instructor Award for technical gorges / sea level traverses.

· A lifesaving award if entry into deep water is likely.
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