METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WIRRAL

SCHOOL STANDARDS AND FRAMEWORK ACT 1998
PROPOSAL TO CLOSE VYNER COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL AND ST OSWALD’S CE CONTROLLED PRIMARY SCHOOL AND TO ESTABLISH A NEW VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED PRIMARY SCHOOL

Part 1

Notice is hereby given in accordance with section 29(1) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 that Metropolitan Borough of Wirral as the local education authority (“the Authority”) intend to make the following change(s):

· to discontinue Vyner Community Primary School, Bidston Village Road, Bidston, Prenton, Merseyside, CH43 7QT 

· to discontinue St Oswald's Bidston CofE Controlled Primary School, Ballantyne Drive, Bidston, Prenton, Merseyside, CH43 7XG 

· to implement these proposals with effect from 31st August 2006.

It is proposed that pupils on roll at either Vyner Community Primary School or St Oswald’s CofE Controlled Primary School at 31st August 2006 will transfer to the newly established Church of England Controlled school, Ballantyne Drive, Bidston, Wirral, CH43 7XG on the 1st September 2006 or the nearest practicable date thereafter. Pupils may transfer to any local primary school, subject to availability of places and the admission arrangements published in the Authority’s information booklets for parents. Parents of pupils who are due to be admitted to Foundation 2 in 2006, and who have already completed a parental preference form for either Vyner Community Primary School or St Oswald’s CE Controlled Primary School, or for both of these schools, will automatically be considered as a preference for the new Church of England Controlled School at Ballantyne Drive, Bidston, CH43 7XG, these parents will also be given an opportunity to complete a new parental preference form.

It is proposed to re-draw the catchment zones of Vyner Community Primary School and St Oswald’s CE Controlled Primary School in order to divide them between the newly established Church of England Controlled school at Ballantyne Drive, Manor Primary School, Bidston Avenue Primary School and Portland Primary School. 

Applications for school transport to alternative schools will be considered on the basis of the Authority’s published school transport policy available on request from Education and Cultural Services Department, Conway Street, Birkenhead and published in the Authority’s information booklets for parents. 

Part 2

Notice is hereby given in accordance with section 28(2) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 that the Diocese of Chester propose:

To establish a new Voluntary Controlled Primary school for 350 boys and girls between the ages of 4 and 11 from 1st September 2006 or the nearest practicable date thereafter. The school will maintain an LEA designated nursery class with 52 part-time pupil places for 3 and 4 year olds. 

The school will be situated at Ballantyne Drive, Bidston, Wirral, CH43 7XG. 

The number of pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 from 1st September 2006 and in subsequent years will be 50. 

This school will not select pupils on the basis of ability. 

The admissions authority of the proposed school will be the Local Education Authority (“the Authority”). 


This school will be a Church of England Controlled school.


Applications for school transport to alternative schools will be considered on the basis of the Authority’s published school transport policy available on request from Education and Cultural Services Department, Conway Street, Birkenhead and published in the Authority’s information booklets for parents. 

There are opportunities for developing a greater sense of community and citizenship in this area through the involvement of parents and children in school-based activities. Teaching staff from both originating schools have a wide range of skills and expertise, particularly in regard to children with special needs, and those who are Gifted and Talented. Amalgamation will allow these skills to be shared with a larger number of children with a wide range of backgrounds, both in curriculum terms and the provision made before and after the end of the school day. 

This proposal will be implemented by the Diocese of Chester in conjunction with the Authority. The proposal will be funded entirely by the Metropolitan Borough of Wirral, acting as the Local Education Authority. 

Within six weeks after the date of publication of the above proposals, any person may object to or make comments on the proposals for Part 1 by sending their representations in writing to Howard Cooper, Director of Education and Cultural Services, Hamilton Building, Conway Street, Birkenhead, CH41 4FD, and for Part 2 by sending their representations in writing to The School Organisation Committee, c/o Mark Reaney, Town Hall, Brighton Street, Wallasey, CH44 8ED.
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Within one month after the end of the representation period, the Authority will send to the School Organisation Committee for the area copies of all objections and comments made (and not withdrawn in writing) in respect of Part 1 within the representation period, together with the Authority's observations on them. 
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Dated this 19th day of October 2005
	Signed

Dated this 19th day of October 2005


EXPLANATORY NOTES

1) The purpose of this notice is to amalgamate Vyner Primary School and St Oswald’s CE Controlled Primary School, in order to establish a new CE Controlled school on the current site of St Oswald’s.  Places will be provided for children who attend Vyner Primary School and St Oswald’s CE Controlled Primary School at the new school. 

2) The catchment zones served by Vyner Primary School and St Oswald’s CE Controlled Primary School will be redrawn. 

Roads currently within the catchment zone of Vyner Community Primary School would be rezoned as follows:

Odd numbers 45 and above and even numbers 42 and above Arkle Road, Egan Road, numbers 1 to 41 Hoylake Road, all odd numbers on Stanley Road and numbers 125 and above Tollemache Road would be rezoned to Portland Primary School.

Numbers 1 to 100 Boundary Road, Collin Road, Coral Ridge, Crossway, Hoblyn Road, Lower Flaybrick Road, Mercer Road, Naylor Road, Observatory Road, The Lawns, Torwood, numbers 160 to 202 Upton Road and Vyner Road North would be rezoned to Bidston Avenue Primary School.

Numbers 1 to 99 Eleanor Road would be rezoned to Manor Primary School.

Bluewood Drive, numbers 102 and above Boundary Road, Brow Road, Challis Street, Clover Drive, Compton Road, Curlender Close, numbers 107 and above Eleanor Road, Fairbrook Drive, Gautby Road, Hillburn Drive, all even numbers and odd numbers 53 and above Hoylake Road,  Hurrell Road, Keswick Place, Patricia Avenue, Townsend Street, Treetops Drive, Valley Road, Wildbrook Drive, Worcester Road would be rezoned to the new Voluntary Controlled CE Primary School proposed to be established at Ballantyne Drive, Bidston, Wirral, CH43 7XG.

Roads currently within the catchment zone of St Oswald’s CE Controlled Primary School would be rezoned as follows:

Broadfield Avenue, Broadfield Close, numbers 1 to 29 Farmfield Drive, Fenderside Road, Gaytree Court, Gaywood Close, Glenfield Close, Hillfoot Close, New Acres Close, Newdales Close, Woodvale Close would be rezoned to Manor Primary School.

Ashwood Court, Ballantyne Drive, Ballantyne Walk, Balliol Close, Bidston Station Approach, Bidston Green Court, Bidston Green Drive, Bidston Village Road, Cowdrey Avenue, Edgebaston Way, Edrich Avenue, numbers 1 to 32 Fender Way, Fernlea Mews, Firbrook Court, Greenacres Close, Hillview Court, Ikin Close, Keele Close, Lennox Lane, Lillie Close, Lindwall Close, Lords Avenue, Parkland Court, School Lane, St Oswald’s Avenue, St Oswald’s Mews, Statham Road, Stoneridge Court, Trueman Close, Village Green Court, Washbrook Avenue and Wood Green would be rezoned to the new Voluntary Controlled CE Primary School proposed to be established at Ballantyne Drive, Bidston, Wirral, CH43 7XG.

A map showing the proposed arrangement of catchment zones is available to view at Manor Primary School, St Oswald’s CE Controlled Primary School, Vyner Primary School, Portland Primary School and Bidston Avenue Primary School, and at the Education and Cultural Services Department, Hamilton Building, Conway Street, Birkenhead.

