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Consultation on Primary School Provision in North Birkenhead and Beechwood 

 
The Diocesan Board of Education wishes to enable the Church of England to continue to 
serve this community through the provision of a Church school.  Consequently we cannot 
support option C1. 
 
Any move from the current area would make the distance to the Parish Church greater and 
consequently make the link with the Church more difficult to maintain and develop.  
Furthermore we understand that such a move would make it difficult for children currently at 
the school to attend the new school.  Consequently we cannot support option C2. 
 
We understand that similar problems would exist for Catholic parents if St Paul’s Catholic 
School amalgamated with St Oswald’s on the Ballantyne Drive site.  Although we would 
support the provision of a joint denominational school, reluctantly we must recognise that 
options B1 and B2 cannot be agreed. 
 
We recognise the difficulty caused to the Catholic community in options A1 and A2.  
However, they would satisfy our wish to maintain a Church of England School in the area, 
providing in A2 that the amalgamated school had Church of England status.  We are 
conscious, however, of the excellent special needs provision in St Oswald’s CE School and 
the need to protect more vulnerable children from the disruption that a move would produce.  
We are also conscious that the current St Oswald’s site would require the least expenditure to 
accommodate more children.  Part of the St Oswald’s site is owned by the Diocesan Board of 
Education. 
 
For these reasons, we believe that the appropriate decision will include the maintenance of a 
Church of England school on the current St Oswald’s site. 
 
Jeff Turnbull 
Director of Education 
Diocese of Chester 
2 June 2005 
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