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Dear Parent,

Important information about Birkenhead South Primary Schools: 

Bedford Drive Primary
Mersey Park Primary

Well Lane Primary

Rock Ferry Primary

The Dell Primary

St Anne's Catholic Primary

I am writing to tell you about proposals which may affect your child’s school.

What is this all about?

The Local Education Authority has to make sure that the number of empty places in schools does not rise too high.  A recent review of empty school places has shown that the number of empty spaces in some local primary schools in your area is far too high.  I have to take action to reduce this number of empty places.

A great deal of work has been done to find out the true picture in your area.  All this information is available to you if you want to see it.  We will be putting it on the Wirral Learning Grid, under ‘Consultations’.

There are so many empty places because the number of primary age children has fallen - fewer children are being born, so fewer school places are needed.  This fall in the birth rate is happening all over the country.

Some parts of Wirral have more empty places in their schools than others.  Your area is one of the most badly affected.  There are so many empty places in primary schools in South Birkenhead that leaving things as they are is not sensible. 

What is going to happen?

I have put forward several different options for Councillors to consider.  They may decide to choose one or more of them, or to reject them all and make a different proposal of their own.  All options put forward will be looked at by Wirral Council’s Cabinet on 10th February 2005.  As there are denominational (church) schools in your area, the local Diocese can also put forward its own plans.

Do I have a say?

Once Councillors have decided which plans they think would work best, they will then consult with everyone affected before coming to a final decision.  This is a legal requirement and will be done very thoroughly.  Everyone who wants to will have a chance to say what they think about the proposal before a decision is made.

The options I am asking Councillors to look at are:

1. Close The Dell Primary School.

OR…

2. Close Well Lane Primary School and The Dell Primary School.

OR…

3. Close Well Lane Primary School and The Dell Primary School and build a new school south of Bedford Road. 

All of these options involve changing the zones of the schools which remain to serve your area so that each covers roughly the same number of children.  That is why all the families with children in primary school in South Birkenhead are getting this letter, and not just the families of the schools named in the options above.  Whichever option is chosen, nothing will happen until Summer 2006.

How will a decision be made?

Councillors will need to think about a lot of different things:

· Future population – how many children will there be in the area in the future?

· Parents’ choices – where do they live, and which schools do they send their children to now?

· Sensible school zones – have all primary schools got roughly the right number of children in their zone?

· “Church” schools – are there enough school places for families who want a Church of England or Catholic education?

· Traffic and housing – will housing schemes change the area a lot?  How many schools are there in the area, and how will children get to them?

· Buildings – will changes need to be made to classrooms and buildings?  Can buildings be used for other things?  What about other users of buildings like pre-school and nurture groups?

How can I find out more?

After Cabinet has met on February 10th, everyone will have the chance to have their say.  In the meantime, if you want more information about the proposals, you can read all the Cabinet reports by logging on to www.wirral.gov.uk and going to the “Meetings and minutes” area of the website (the button is the third one down on the right hand side of the Home Page) and then on to Cabinet in the list of meetings.  If you do not have a computer at home connected to the internet, you can go to your local library where staff will help you log on and print out the information, free of charge.

What if I am asked about this?

Lastly, I am sure you think, as I do, that these proposals will cause a lot of concern among the community and create interest from the Press.  It is quite possible that local reporters may go to schools to see what local people think.  Some parents will welcome this interest, and others may not wish to be involved.  If you do not want to talk to reporters, you have the right to ask them to stop questioning you.  Reporters work to rules which say they must respect your wishes and that they must not approach children.  If you are concerned about media interest when you go to collect your child from school, do speak to your headteacher, who will be happy to advise you. 

I do understand that change can be worrying, and I will do everything possible to make sure that you are kept fully informed of all developments as they happen. 

Yours sincerely

Howard Cooper

Director of Education and Cultural Services
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