Minutes - Cabinet Meeting - 14 December 2005


	Present

	Chair
	S Foulkes

	Councillors
	George Davies, PL Davies, JE Green, PJ Hackett, J Hale, SE Kelly, M McLaughlin, RK Moon, Mrs LA Rennie


Minute 383 - CHILDREN’S SERVICES AND LIFELONG LEARNING: PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES (PHASE 2) 

The Director of Education and Cultural Services reported on the progress of the Phase 2 area reviews, which had commenced following the instruction from Cabinet at its meeting on 3 November 2005 (minute 303 refers). In response to the Cabinet's decision to review the small planning areas of Bebington, Thornton Hough, Spital and Bromborough/Eastham, his report provided a summary of provision in each area and put forward options for consideration.

The first stage of the reviews had been to conduct a process where, on a confidential basis, the Director had met key stakeholders in each of the areas under review. Those stakeholders included ward councillors as well as officers of the Diocese of Chester and Shrewsbury, headteachers and chairs of governors of schools potentially affected by the reviews. Following those confidential discussions he was in a position to make recommendations for options to be given further consideration in the second stage of the process. His report summarised the options, clarified the process for further consideration of those options and commented briefly upon a number of the issues involved. In addition to the options described in the report, considerable analytic and background material had been used as the basis for the identification of options; that was available for members on request (descibed in Appendix B). Numbers on roll provided in the report had been derived from the School Census of January 2005.

A decision was required to approve progress to the next stage of the process. The matter involved a key decision and had been included in the Council’s Forward Plan.

The Director stated that the initial conclusion was that for the areas of Bebington, Thornton Hough and Spital, it was not felt necessary to proceed with the review at the current time. The level of surplus places was 8%, with a prediction that the rate would rise to 14% by 2010. It was therefore not one of the higher priorities. With regard to the Bromborough and Eastham areas, the rate of surplus places, over nine schools, was currently 17%, with a prediction of 23% by 2010. Five of those schools already had more than 20% surplus places. The Director stated that, based on the experience of the Phase I review, he was including all possible options for consideration at the current time - they were set out in part 5 of his report as Options A, B, C1 to C6 and D1 to D3. A further possibility had arisen from the pre-consultation exercise, namely the redevelopment of St Mary's, Eastham. Firmer proposals would be presented following the next phase of consultations.

  Minute Decision :

Resolved - That consultations be undertaken regarding the options for reducing primary schools provision in Bromborough and Eastham as set out in the Director's report.

  Footnote :

Councillor Green - prejudicial interest in minute 383 (Primary School Places) by virtue of his wife's employment as a teacher in a Wirral primary school. Councillor Green, having declared a prejudicial interest in this matter, withdrew from the meeting.

