Minutes - Cabinet Meeting - 3 November 2005

Present 

Chair  S Foulkes  

Councillors  George Davies , PL Davies , JE Green , PJ Hackett , J Hale , SE Kelly , M McLaughlin , RK Moon , Mrs LA Rennie  

Minute 303 - CHILDREN'S SERVICES AND LIFELONG LEARNING: PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES REVIEW - UPDATE AND STRATEGY FOR PHASE 2 

The Director of Education and Cultural Services reported on primary school places in relation to recent developments, the current position and issues for the future. He proposed that the next phase of the area reviews, involving schools and stakeholders, be undertaken to identify any further opportunities for the removal of surplus places and submitted statistical information based on the approved School Organisation Plan and data from the January 2005 pupil census. He drew particular attention to those small planning areas where there would be significant over-capacity by 2010, and requested the Cabinet's views on which might be the most appropriate for the next phase of the review.

A decision was required to progress the second phase of primary places review. The matter involved a key decision and had been included in the Council’s Forward Plan.

The Cabinet Member for Children's Services and Lifelong Learning stressed the need for the Council to ensure that its available resources were not wasted on empty places, and he submitted a motion with the aim of progressing the review (see paragraphs (1) to (5) below). 

Minute Decision :

Resolved -

(1) That the report be noted, and that the report and the data in Appendix A be forwarded to the School Organisation Committee for its consideration.

(2) That the principle be adopted of carrying out a review annually focusing on different parts of the Borough in rotation.

(3) That phase 2 of the review comprise the small planning areas of Bromborough, Bebington, Thornton Hough and Spital.

(4) That a decision on which areas to be included in future phases of the review be deferred pending completion of Phase 2.

(5) That the Director of Education and Cultural Services be asked to report to the Cabinet if urgent action is required in the event of particular problems with falling rolls in specific areas or an adverse OfSTED report at a particular school.

(6) That the Cabinet record its thanks to the staff, and Ward Councillors, for their work in relation to the first phase of the review. 

Footnote :

Councillor Green, having declared a prejudicial interest in this matter, withdrew from the meeting. Councillors G Davies and Foulkes declared a personal interest (see minute 296 above).

