Minutes - Cabinet - 29 November 2007

Present

Chair
S Foulkes

Councillors
George Davies, PL Davies, G Gardiner, PJ Hackett, SA Holbrook, SE Kelly, M McLaughlin, RK Moon, Jean Quinn

In attendance: C Blakeley, S L Clarke, JE Green, SR Mountney, WW Smith
Minute 362 - CHILDREN'S SERVICES AND LIFELONG LEARNING: REVIEW OF PRIMARY PLACES PHASE 4: AREA REVIEWS OF WEST KIRBY, HOYLAKE AND MEOLS, WOODCHURCH, NOCTORUM AND MORETON

Cabinet was advised of progress on the Phase 4 Area Reviews of primary school places in the small planning areas of West Kirby, Hoylake and Meols, Woodchurch, Noctorum and Moreton. Following meetings with key stakeholders in each of those areas, the Director of Children's Services provided a summary of provision in each area, putting forward recommendations for options for consultation, and commenting briefly on some of the issues involved.

With the permission of the Chair, Mrs Gill Curry, Chair of Governors at Fender Primary School and Jackie Grannell, Chair of Governors at Arrowe Hill Primary School addressed the Cabinet.

The Director of Children's Services clarified that the issue was not with the quality of the schools but on the number of children available.

The Cabinet Member for Children's Services and Lifelong Learning thanked the Chairs of Governors for their comments. He clarified that this was round 4 of the reviews and that numbers of pupils on school rolls have continued to fall. In the Woodchurch area this equated to a 20% of places currently being surplus and it was anticipated that this would rise to 26% by 2012. The Audit Commission required the Council to reduce the number of surplus places to less than 10%. This was no reflection on the standards of the schools in the area but the Council was required to use its resources as efficiently as possible. He further stated that there was an opportunity for everyone to contribute and any other options that arose from the consultation would be considered.
The Leader of the Council congratulated both Chairs of Governors on their achievements and indicated that this would be a difficult decision to make.

With the permission of the Chair, the Leader of the Conservative Group addressed the Cabinet. Councillor Green reiterated that this would be a difficult decision and stressed that he hoped the Cabinet would consider any other options that arose through the consultation process. He also indicated that he hoped the Cabinet would consider the educational achievements of the schools.

The Leader of the Council stressed that the Cabinet had an open mind on the options and that often new options arose from the consultation process.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Minute Decision :

Resolved - That 

(1) consultations be undertaken regarding the options for re-organising primary school provision in the Woodchurch small planning area as set out in this report; and

(2) the remaining Phase 4 small planning areas be reviewed again as necessary or through the usual review process.

