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METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WIRRAL

CABINET  -  16TH MARCH 2006

PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES REVIEW – FUTURE PHASES OF AREA REVIEWS

Executive Summary

1.0 This report lists the remaining Small Planning Areas in the LEA’s School Organisation
Plan which remain to be reviewed on completion of the current Phase 2 area review.
It sets out proposals on the grouping of these areas for review in the academic years
2006/7 and 2007/8.

Background

2.0 The background to the issues of a falling Primary School age population and the
impact of this trend on the level of surplus capacity in schools has been documented
to Cabinet in a series of reports, starting in September 2004, with the reporting of an
Audit Commission study.  From this report and a subsequent report in October 2004, it
was agreed that reviews would be carried out on an area basis, using the Small
Planning Areas set out in the LEA School Organisation Plan.  Phases One and Two of
the review process have been implemented, covering schools in North Birkenhead,
Central Birkenhead, South Birkenhead, Beechwood, Bebington, Bromborough,
Thornton Hough and Spital, a total of eight Small Planning Areas.

The current position in the areas reviewed to date is that three school closures and
the opening of one new school have been agreed in the Phase 1,
Birkenhead/Beechwood review and one proposal to close is currently with the
Adjudicator.  Proposals for the Phase 2, Bebington, Spital, Thornton Hough and
Bromborough/Eastham review, are included in a separate agenda item at this
Cabinet.  In addition to these actions, Prenton Infant and Junior schools were
amalgamated to form a Primary school in 2005.

2.1 Twelve Small Planning Areas remain to be reviewed.  These are: South Wallasey,
North Wallasey, Leasowe, Moreton, Hoylake/Meols, West Kirby, Greasby,
Pensby/Thingwall, Heswall, Upton, Noctorum and Woodchurch.

2.2 From the outset of the review, it has been the intention to have an onward, phased
programme of reviews, firstly to cover the remaining areas for review in 2.1 above and
subsequently to re-visit areas where the situation had changed since the first review
took place.

2.3 The OFSTED Joint Area Review of Services for Children and Young People carried
out in the Autumn Term of 2005 included the inspection of the council’s primary place
review process.  The inspection concluded that “in the primary sector there are too
many surplus places.  Although the challenge of removing surplus places has
remained inadequately addressed for too long, a clear strategy is now being
implemented which is likely to involve some school closures”.

2.4 From this, the JAR report, published in December, set out the following
recommendation as one of a number of points to be actioned “over the next six
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months”,  i.e. by June 2006: “Ensure that firm borough wide plans are made within this
academic year for removing surplus school places”.

2.5 In order to meet this action point, it will be necessary to agree a programme of review
to cover the remaining twelve Small Planning Areas set out in 2.1 above.  It is
proposed that the areas are reviewed as set out below in the academic years 06/07
and 07/08.

2006/7 2007/8
Phase 3 Phase 4

Heswall Leasowe
Pensby/Thingwall Moreton
Greasby Woodchurch
Upton Noctorum
Wallasey North Hoylake/Meols
Wallasey South West Kirby

2.6 As has been set out in previous reports, it may be necessary to carry out specific
reviews in addition to the above programme, should the need arise, for example from
a collapsing roll at a school or as a result of an inspection grading.  From 08/09 it is
intended that all areas will be reviewed again, taking account of the then current
numbers on roll, pupil predictions and levels of surplus.  It is also likely that in 2007/08
it will become necessary to review secondary place provision across the Authority.

Financial and Staffing Implications

3.0 There are none arising directly from this report.  The phasing of the primary reviews
reflects resources available within the LEA.  The Phase 3 and Phase 4 proposals in
this report are challenging.

Equal Opportunities Implications

4.0 The review process and proposals brought forward take account of individual needs in
terms of primary place provision, including the choice of denominational schools.

Human Rights Implications

5.0 There are none arising directly from this report.

Local Agenda 21 Statement

6.0 The removal of old or energy inefficient accommodation contributes to the council’s
principles and targets in respect of Agenda 21.

Community Safety Implications

7.0 Rationalisation of schools allows for security reviews to take place and removes some
of the most vulnerable mobile accommodation.

Planning Implications

8.0 Works arising from the review process will be subject to the necessary planning and
Building Control approvals.
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Local Member Support Implications

9.0 The Primary Place Planning Review programme is a borough wide programme.

Background Papers

10.0 Audit Commission Report: Planning School Places in Wirral September 2004

School Organisation Plan

School Asset Management Plan

LEA document “Pursuit of Excellence: Primary Education in Wirral”

School pupil number returns, January 2005 (PLASC return to DfES)

Supply of School Places return, July 2005, to DfES requirements

Other data held in Department including that provided by Wirral Health Authority.

Recommendations

11.0 It is proposed that in order to meet the Recommendation contained in the recent Joint
Area Review Inspection in respect of primary place provision, that the Phase 3 and
Phase 4 proposals contained in 2.5 of this report be approved as the future review
programme.

Howard Cooper
Director of Education & Cultural Services



Minutes - Cabinet - 16 March 2006 
Present:  
Chair  S Foulkes   
Councillors  George Davies , PL Davies , JE Green , PJ Hackett , J Hale , RK 
Moon , Mrs LA Rennie   
Apologies:  SE Kelly , M McLaughlin   
Minute 515 - CHILDREN’S SERVICES AND LIFELONG LEARNING: 
PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES REVIEW - FUTURE PHASES OF AREA 
REVIEWS  
 
The Director of Education and Cultural Services listed the remaining Small 
Planning Areas within the LEA’s School Organisation Plan that were still to be 
reviewed on completion of the current Phase 2 area review. His report set out 
proposals on the grouping of the areas for review in the academic years 
2006/07 and 2007/08. 
 
A decision was required to determine the timetable for the remainder of the 
review.  
Minute Decision : 
Resolved - 
 
(1) That, in order to meet the recommendation contained in the recent Joint 
Area Review Inspection in respect of primary place provision, the Phase 3 
and Phase 4 proposals contained in paragraph 2.5 of the Director's report be 
approved as the future review programme for the academic years 2006/07 
and 2007/08. 
 
(2) The Cabinet recognises that the need for reviewing primary school places 
will continue beyond 2008 and therefore the areas included in Phase I be 
revisited at that time. 
 
(3) That the need be acknowledged for commencing a review of secondary 
school places in 2007/08, again as a continuous process into subsequent 
years.   
  
Footnote : 
Councillors G Davies and Foulkes declared a personal interest in this matter - 
see minute 511 above. 



Actual and estimated resident population for Wirral - Children aged 0-15 
(Source: Office for National Statistics) 
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Number on roll and Number of Surplus Places

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

School

N
um

be
r

Surplus places
NOR

Surplus places 37 58 25 49
NOR 138 152 237 393

ST PETERS PRIMARY HILLSIDE PRIMARY OXTON ST SAVIOURS CE TOWNFIELD PRIMARY



% Surplus 2007 - Noctorum
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