Minutes - Cabinet - 27 July 2006

Present :

Chair  S Foulkes  

Councillors  George Davies , PL Davies , JE Green , PJ Hackett , SE Kelly , M McLaughlin , RK Moon , Mrs LA Rennie  

Apologies:  J Hale  

Minute 63 - CHILDREN'S SERVICES AND LIFELONG LEARNING: REVIEW OF PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES: OUTCOME OF CONSULTATIONS ON OPTION FOR MILLFIELDS AND ST MARY’S EASTHAM AND REVISION TO PHASE THREE 

The Director of Children's Services presented a report which advised Cabinet of the outcome of the extended consultation carried out by the Diocese of Chester in conjunction with the Authority in respect of the option to amalgamate St Mary’s CE (Controlled) Primary School and Millfields Primary School at the Millfields site. The option arose from the initial consultation, and became the Council’s preferred option, agreed by Cabinet on 16th March 2006. The Diocesan Board of Education had now formally rejected the proposed option. The Director of Children's Services made recommendations with regard to further actions in the area. A revision to the planning areas involved in Phase 3 of the Primary Places Review was also recommended.

The Cabinet Member for Children's Services and Lifelong Learning expressed disappointment in not being able to make progress in removing surplus places in Eastham. Councillor Phil Davies also paid tribute to Gail Webb who was attending her last Cabinet meeting and thanked her for her many years of service to the Authority.

The Leader of the Conservative Group concurred with the comments of the Cabinet Member for Children's Services and Lifelong Learning and expressed dissatisfaction at the recent ruling of the Schools Adjudicator. Councillor Green also paid tribute to the work Gail Webb had undertaken.

The Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group suggested that previous decisions should not influence future reviews and that all reviews of school places should be based on professional advice. 

Minute Decision :

Resolved - That

(1) the Bromborough and Eastham planning area be monitored carefully and examined again in a future phase of the Primary Places Review; and

(2) the Leasowe small planning area be moved from Phase 4 of the Primary Places Review into Phase 3. 

Footnote :

Councillor Jeff Green declared a personal interest in this matter - see Minute 58 above.

