
CABINET 
Thursday, 28 May 2009 

Present: Councillor S Foulkes (Chair) 
Councillors S Holbrook 
G Davies 
P Davies 
G Gardiner 
M McLaughlin 
R Moon 
J Quinn 
J Stapleton 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the last meeting on 12 May, had been published. 
Resolved – That the minutes be approved and adopted. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The members of the Cabinet were invited to consider whether they had a personal or 

prejudicial interest in connection with any of the items on this agenda and, if so, to 

declare it and state the nature of such interest. The following declarations were 

made: 

Councillors George Davies, Phil Davies, Foulkes, Holbrook, McLaughlin and Stapleton – 
a personal interest in minute 9 (Review of Primary Places Phase 5: Area Reviews of 
Birkenhead, Beechwood, Noctorum and Prenton and Possible Relocation of Gilbrook 
Special School) by virtue of them being governors of schools referred to in the report 
and / or being acquainted with people at the schools. 

Councillor Phil Davies also declared a personal interest in minute 26 (Adult Social 
Services – Unrecoverable Historical Debt) due to him being a non-executive Director of 
NHS Wirral (PCT). 

Councillors George Davies and Foulkes declared a prejudicial interest in minute 17 (New 
Entrance and Administration Block for Bidston Avenue Primary School – Scheme and 
Estimate Report) due to their being Chair of Governors and a governor respectively at 
the school. 

________ 

The Leader of the Council indicated that it was his intention to vary the order of 

business for the Cabinet in order to consider item 9 (Review of Primary Places Phase 

5) as the first item on the agenda. 

 
15 OUTCOME OF FURTHER CONSULTATION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A C 
OF E CONTROLLED PRIMARY SCHOOL IN EASTHAM 
The Director of Children’s Services presented a report on the outcome of the further 
consultation which had taken place on the establishment of a Church of England 
controlled primary school in Eastham and requested that the Cabinet approve the 
publication of statutory notices in relation to this proposal. 



The 2005/2006 Primary Places Review of options for change in primary schools in 
Eastham resulted in the Adjudicator’s decision to approve the closure of St Mary’s CE 
(Controlled) Primary School from 31st August 2007. This followed the school’s 
placement in Special Measures by Ofsted in September 2006. At its meeting of 16th 
March 2006 and re-iterated on 14th December 2006, Cabinet agreed to support the 
Diocese of Chester if a proposal was received in order to establish a CE Controlled 
primary school in the Eastham area in replacement for a Community primary school. 
Discussions had taken place between the governing body of Millfields Primary School, 
the Diocese and the Local Authority on this subject, resulting in a further consultation on 
this option. 

Resolved – 
(1) That statutory proposals be published in respect of the closure of Millfields Primary 

School on 31st August 2009 and the establishment of a new Church of England 
Controlled school at the Millfields site from 1st September 2009. 

(2) That the Director of Children’s Services be authorised to take all necessary steps to 
publish these proposals, ensure the prescribed procedures are followed, including 
requesting permissions from the Secretary of State in furtherance of the proposals. 

(3) That if permission to waive a competition is not received from the Secretary of State, 
a further report be brought to Cabinet detailing the competition process and setting 
out a specification for the new school. 

 


