METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WIRRAL

CABINET – 22ND JULY 2004




CONSULTATION ON POSSIBLE AMALGAMATION OF PRENTON INFANT SCHOOL AND PRENTON JUNIOR SCHOOL

1.0
Executive Summary

1.1
This report seeks the Cabinet’s authority to hold consultations with relevant parties on whether to propose the amalgamation of Prenton Infant and Junior Schools.

2.0
Background
2.1
While most 5 – 11 year olds across Wirral are taught in all-through primary schools there are still a number of separate Infant and Junior Schools in the former Birkenhead Authority.  The Authority does not have a fixed policy with regard to the continuation of these schools but has taken the opportunity to review the situation from time to time when it has seemed opportune to do so at individual schools.  This has normally been on the retirement of an existing headteacher.  The headteacher of Prenton Infant School is due to retire at the end of this academic year.  There have consequently been informal discussions with the governing bodies of both schools and their views sought as to whether it would be to the benefit of children in the area to re-organise the schools as a single all-through primary school.  Responses have been mixed but there does seem to be sufficient grounds for consulting more widely and more formally so as to ensure that an opportunity is not missed.  It should be emphasised that the decision to move to consultations by no means indicates an expected outcome.  In previous consultations the outcome has on occasions been amalgamation, on other occasions it has deemed to be best to maintain the separate institutions.  If the Cabinet is minded to approve the proposal to consult then in addition to following the necessary statutory procedures the results of any consultations will be considered at the critical stage by the Education and Cultural Services Select Committee.  If the Council did decide following consultations to propose amalgamation then the proposal would be referred to the School Organisation Committee.

3.0
Financial and Staffing Implications

3.1
There are none as a direct result of the report.  If an amalgamation did eventuate there will be savings within the Schools Budget; in practice through the operation of the passporting mechanism used in determining the overall Schools Budget the savings will be distributed across all schools.

4.0
Equal Opportunities Implications

4.1
There are none relating to this report.

5.0
Human Rights Implications

5.1
There are none relating to this report.

6.0
Local Agenda 21 Statement

6.1
An amalgamation could offer opportunities for more effective use of resources.

7.0
Community Safety Implications

7.1
There are none relating to this report.

8.0
Planning Implications

8.1
There are none relating to this report.

9.0
Local Member Support Implications

9.1
The schools are located in Prenton Ward.

10.0
Background Papers

10.1
DfES regulations; correspondence with Governing Bodies.

11.0
Recommendations

11.1
That consultation be held into the possibility of amalgamating Prenton Infant and Junior Schools into a single all-through Primary School.

Howard Cooper

Director Education & Cultural Services
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