Minutes - Cabinet - 29 November 2007

Present

Chair
S Foulkes

Councillors
George Davies, PL Davies, G Gardiner, PJ Hackett, SA Holbrook, SE Kelly, M McLaughlin, RK Moon, Jean Quinn

In attendance: C Blakeley, S L Clarke, JE Green, SR Mountney, WW Smith
Minute 361 - CHILDREN'S SERVICES AND LIFELONG LEARNING: PROVISION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES – FUTURE STRATEGY

The Director of Children's Services gave a summary of the position in respect of secondary school places and described recent developments, the current position and issues for the future. His report identified a significant increase in secondary surplus places over the medium term if further action were not taken and proposed a phased review of secondary school provision, involving schools and stakeholders, to identify any further opportunities for the removal of surplus places.

The Cabinet Member for Children's Services and Lifelong Learning referred to the rationale for the review being similar to that for Primary School reviews. He felt that the process gave everyone the opportunity to get involved and thanked those staff that had been involved in the initial work.

The Leader of the Council referred to the additional factors that would be involved in the review of secondary school provision and indicated that he had been impressed with the work that had been undertaken to date and the links that had been made with Headteachers and Chairs of Governors.

The Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group stated that whilst it was necessary to address the issue of numbers set out in the report, the additional factors for consideration needed to be set out.

The Director of Children's Services agreed to arrange a seminar for all members of the Council on the different governance arrangements in schools.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Minute Decision :

Resolved - That 

 (1) approval be given to the principle of a two phase review of secondary school provision beginning with pre-consultation with headteachers and chairs of governors in schools in Birkenhead and Bebington;

(2) approval be given to invite representatives from Birkenhead High School to participate in the review from the pre-consultation stage onwards; and

(3) options arising from this initial consultation be the subject of a further report to Cabinet with recommendations from the Director of Children's Services for option(s) to proceed to wider, formal, consultation with all stakeholders.
