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INSIDE OUTSIDE

ART & ARCHITECTURE

This resource pack has been written to highlight the ‘built environment’ of Wirral.
The materials included are considered to be suggestions to supplement the Art &
Design curriculum during the Millennium Year (and beyond) and may be adapted by
teachers to suit the particular needs of their pupils.  Artists in Residence will be
working in schools to develop the Art and Architecture theme.  An exhibition of
pupils’ work, at the Williamson Art Gallery, in July 2000, should be an exciting
outcome of the project.

Considerable enthusiasm and support has been given by the staff of Wirral
Museums and the National Museums and Galleries on Merseyside and staff and
pupils of Wirral schools.

The publication of this pack has been made possible by the financial support of
UNILEVER.

Wirral Advisory and Inspectorate Services
Wirral Professional Development Centre
Acre Lane, Bromborough, WIRRAL, CH62 7BZ

Copyright May 1999, Metropolitan Borough of Wirral 

Chris Rice
Director of Education
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ART & ARCHITECTURE

An Introduction

The aims of this project are to explore six areas of Wirral highlighting aspects of the
‘built environment’.  This ‘built environment’ may be historically significant
architecture or a detail found on a chimney top, decaying wall or a front door.  The
project includes urban and rural environments and aims to foster a sense of place
and a sense of time amongst pupils and students as they record the architecture of
vernacular, industrial and rural sites.  There is a section on current school projects
and one highlighting four buildings in Liverpool.

Architecture is about space, forms in space.  This resource is to aid the exploration
of spaces stemming from the architectural, to lead us into narrative, photographic
and social interpretations.  The visual commentaries may express the historical,
mythological and imaginative.  The ‘built environment’ and surrounding open spaces
reflect human relationships and local culture.

The resource pack is divided into eight sections.  Each section focuses on buildings
and architectural detail, natural and man made, with a brief historical synopsis and
illustrative material.

Twenty four Art & Design projects across the Key Stages suggest curriculum
developments / programmes of study, each project has a keynote artist for
reference, to address the attainment targets, investigating, making, knowledge and
understanding.

This pack attempts to break down our concepts of the art of building by introducing
the unfamiliar, anonymous, mysterious and magical.

The architectural detail of the Wirral Peninsula, both natural and man-made,
provides a wealth of material to develop art & design projects to explore the visual
elements.

The coastal, urban and rural communities of the area are home to houses,
churches, farms, shops, monuments and listed buildings too numerous to mention
individually, however the highlighted buildings and environment selected provide a
starting point for a variety of Art & Design projects across the Key Stages.

May 1999



3



4

CONTENTS

“A particle is snatched from space, rhythmically modulated by
membranes dividing it from surrounding chaos: that is Architecture.”

Victor Pasmore 1956
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architecture’, John Ruskin, ‘A’ level art student, Pensby High School for Boys.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

    Page

1. We can build our own houses Bidston Village Primary School 3
2. Map of Wirral 8
3. Thurstaston.  Norman Tower and Window St Bartholomew’s Church 10
4. Hilbre Island Rock Formations 12
5. Hill Bark 14
6. Top: Bidston Village Primary School, Bottom: Sundial Dawpool Primary 16
7. ‘Flight’ Sculpture.  Phil Bews.  Wirral Country Park 20
8. ‘Wing’ Sculpture.  Pensby High School for Girls 23
9. Sculpture.  Royden Park Walled Garden 26
10. Environmental Sculpture Year 10.  Pensby High School for Girls 30
11. Grave Headstone Thurstaston Church 33
12. Top: Leasowe Lighthouse.  Bottom: New Brighton Lighthouse 37
13. Fort Perch Rock.  New Brighton 39
14. Top: New Brighton Fairground. Bottom: Pier Buoy New Brighton Pier 41
15. Making for the Mersey WJJC Bond.  By kind permission of the 44

Williamson Art Gallery.  Poem written by Joanne Bennett, Castleway
Primary School.

16. Art into Landscape Exhibition.  Williamson Art Gallery.  September 1998 45
17. Top: Greek Masks.  Bottom: A mask being made as part of an Old 47

Masters, Young Poets Workshop, 1999.
18. Greek Theatre, Epidaurus 50
19. Collage of Windows, New Brighton 52
20. Blue Box.  Wirral Foundation Student 1992 56
21. Etching.  New Brighton Adrian Sykes 59
22. Top: Mural.  Seacombe.  Bottom:  Seacombe Ferry Terminal 63
23. Top: Volclay Factory Seacombe.  Bottom: Pompidou Centre, Paris 65
24. Centre Hydraulic Tower, designed by Jesse Hartley.  Birkenhead 67

Dock System.
25. Egerton Bridge 1998 69
26. Water Paintings Year 2.  Overchurch Infant School 71
27. Top: Backcloth for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Theatre 75

Production.  Pensby High School for Girls.  Bottom: Williamson Art
Gallery Metal Workshop for Wirral ‘A’ level students 1994

28. Pastel drawings based on the work of Fernand Léger.  Year 9 78
St Benedict’s High School

29. Palazzo Pubblico’s bell tower, Torre del Mangia.  Siena, Italy. 80
30. Lino Prints.  St Benedict’s High School.  Year 11 students. 82
31. The Hydraulic Tower.  WG Herdman by kind permission of the 84

Williamson Art Gallery.
32. Top left: Textile necklet.  Sixth Form Student.  West Kirby Grammar 86

School.  Top right: Ceramic towers.  Drumcroon Arts Centre, Wigan
Bottom: Jewellery.  Sixth Form Student.  Sixth Form College

33. Structures of Conway Development, Birkenhead 1999. 88
34. Top: Capital detail.  Birkenhead Town Hall.  Bottom: Ceiling light, 93

Council Chamber, Birkenhead Town Hall.
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35. Top: Stained glass window.  Refectory, Birkenhead Priory. 95
Bottom: Roof detail.  Refectory, Birkenhead Priory.

36. Multicultural Centre New Year Celebrations 1999 98
37. Windows.  Birkenhead Priory 100
38. Top: Floor Tiles, Birkenhead Town Hall.  Bottom: Restoration work, 104

Birkenhead Town Hall
39. Royal Academy Outreach Workshop.  Williamson Art Gallery. February 108

1999 Sixth Form Student.
40. Top: Javanese Wayang Puppet.  Bottom: Puppet.  Year 9 pupil, Pensby 109

High School for girls
41. Top: Tjanting and batik waxpot.  Bottom: Batik.  Year 9 West Kirby 112

Grammar School pupil
42. Ceramic head based on the designs of Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 114

Pensby High School for Girls Sixth Form student.
43. Bidston Windmill 121
44. Top: Bidston Observatory.  Bottom: Bidston Lighthouse 123
45. Top: Flaybrick Cemetery.  Bottom: Chapel.  Flaybrick Cemetery 125
46. Forms in a Landscape Weavings.  Top: Secondary Art Staff 127

Residential Course.  Bottom: Ladymount Primary
47. Top: Drawing, Iron Man.  Dawpool Primary School.  Bottom: Wire Iron 131

Man.  Dawpool Primary School.
48. Painting.  Iron Man.  Dawpool Primary School.  Year 4 133
49. Christine Kowal_Post.  ‘Vandal’ Sculpture.  Norton Priory, Runcorn 136
50. Christine Kowal-Post.  ‘Celebration’  Sculpture.  Wirral Professional 138

Development Centre.
51. Shedding Life.  Grave, Thurstaston Church. 140
52. ‘The houses were black…’ Painting Year 1.  Bidston Village Primary 145
53. Lever House Mural.  Leonard Rosoman 147
54. Housing.  Port Sunlilght Village 149
55. Geoff Yeomans.  Print, the War Memorial Port Sunlight 151
56. Wall plaque.  Unilever. Port Sunlight 153
57. Lady Lever Art Gallery, Port Sunlight 154
58. Plates & Portraiture.  Cheshire Schools Exhibition.  Winsford Lodge 157

School, Cheshire
59. Identity, Photocollage and drawings.  Year 5, Stanton Road Primary 160
60. Masks.  Top left: St Benedict’s High School.  Top right: Pensby High 163

School for girls.  Bottom: Pensby High School for Girls
61. Top: Astrology Chair.  South Wirral High School Year 10.  (card and 166

paper).  Bottom: Willow Chair.  Pensby High School for Girls.  6th Form
62. Top: Portrait.  West Kirby Grammar School Sixth Form student. 170

Bottom: Portrait after Matisse. Year 8, West Kirby Grammar for Girls
63. Sophie Knight, Dancing Queens.  Compressed charcoal on card. 172
64. Top: Wheatsheaf Inn, Raby.  Bottom: Photocopying on Emulsion 177
65. Textures and Tone.  West Kirby High School sixth form textiles group 178
66. Top: St Benedict’s High School Year 8 pupils.  Flats after 179

Hundertwasser.  Mixed media.  Bottom: A block of flats, Woodchurch
67. Top: Rock Park, Rock Ferry.  Dell Primary School Year 6 pupils, 181

sketching for the subway mural, Rock Park
68. Rock Park.  Pupil from Dell Primary sketching tiles. 182
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69. Top: Mosaicist Russell Kirk Working with Year 8 pupils.  Pensby High 183
School for Girls

70. Fantastic Creatures.  Sixth Form ‘A’ level student Pensby High School 184
for Girls.

71. Top: Ceramic ‘built form’ ‘A’ level student, sixth Form College. 185
Bottom: Supermarket, Bromborough Estate

72. Photographic assignment Sixth Form College 186
73. Liverpool from the Tranmere Oil Jetty 187
74. Tate Gallery, Liverpool 189
75. Top: Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool.  Bottom: Old Masters Young Poets 191

Workshop, Walker Art Gallery
76. By kind permission of the Walker Art Gallery.  Giovanni Paolo Panini 193

Ruins of Rome 1741
77. Top: Philharmonic Mosaics.  Sixth Form ‘A’ level student.  Pensby 194

High School for Girls.  Bottom: Philharmonic Hotel Gate
78. Philharmonic Concert Hall, Liverpool.  Wall and Window decoration 196
79. Top: Klimt Study, Pensby High School Sixth Form ‘A’ level student 198

Bottom: Secession Building, Vienna, housing the ‘Beethoven Frieze’
80. Nbelele house designs 204
81. Unilever, Port Sunlight 209
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