The Education Network: Wirral Citizenship Workshop

On July 11 the Local Government Information Unit and The Education Network staged a very well attended and high profile conference entitled ‘Citizenship; The Challenge for Councils’ It was attended by a broad mix of governors, councillors, LEA advisers and inspectors, and a few teachers.  Jacqui Smith, Schools Minister DfEE, Professor Bernard Crick, DFEE consultant on Citizenship, and Councillor Bernard Stone, Executive member for Education, Manchester City Council were keynote speakers.

Wirral LEA presented a workshop at conference entitled  ‘Wirral Curriculum Audit – Making the Implicit Explicit to provide Citizenship Education for all Pupils.’    The workshop gave active consideration to the implications of the curriculum audit for a whole school approach to citizenship.    The work of the Humanities Citizenship Working Group was shared with conference delegates.   This group of teachers from across the humanities are working with the authority’s inspection and advisory team to audit the curriculum for the current contribution made to citizenship education by their subjects.    The aim is to establish the extent to which the requirements for citizenship are already implicitly covered within the humanities subjects and to suggest what needs to be done to make the implicit more explicit in time for the introduction of citizenship as a foundation subject at Key Stages 3 & 4 from 2002 onwards.   The workshop also looked at the way in which the National Primary History and Geography Project ‘Raising Citizens for the 21st century’ has developed schemes of work to support citizenship education in the primary school, and the Wirral Civic Award scheme.   

The work of the Humanities Curriculum Group is ongoing, and will be presenting the audit and its findings to Wirral Heads and Deputies at their next curriculum conference in October. 

The following examples of the Curriculum audit were provided by Prenton High School for Girls,  Birkenhead.

