Citizenship and Religious Education at Key Stage 3

Cross Referencing Citizenship learning outcomes with the K.S.3 R.E. Syllabus (2000-)

	Learning Outcome
	R.E. Syllabus at Key Stage 3

	· Skills and Aptitudes

To express and justify, orally and in writing, a personal opinion relevant to an issue.


Contribute to small group and class discussions on matters of personal and general significance and present the outcome to a class.

Use imagination when considering the experience of others and be able to role-play, express plausibly and reflect on viewpoints contrary to their own

Garner information about an issue from a range of sources including…with some understanding of the different roles these sources play.

Take part in informal debates and have opportunities to vote on issues.

· Knowledge and understanding

Understand the significant aspects of topical and contemporary issues and events.


Understand at a basic level, the legal rights and responsibilities of young people… the meaning of terms such as discrimination…
Understand the rights and responsibilities underpinning a democratic society…also understand the meaning of terms such as prejudice, discrimination.


Know about the work of voluntary and community bodies; also understand the meaning of terms such as pressure groups, lobbying, protest, public opinion.


Know about the world as a global community and understand the…social disparities that exist…also understand the meanings of terms such as overseas aid, development, charity, human rights.
	· Throughout Years 7-9 all students study Christianity and at least two other main world religions. Throughout this course they are constantly faced with cultures and lifestyles different to those they experience for themselves. Students constantly have to evaluate their own approach to and opinions about religions, religious practices and moral issues. Through informal classroom questioning and class based activities through to assessment activities and school exams, students develop their own opinions on a vast number of issues and religious experiences.
Examples:

Year 7: - Do you think there is any value in studying R.E. in school?

· Community unit – What makes a community work? What            personal responsibilities do we have for our school community?

     Year 8: -   If you were Jewish would you keep Kosher? Why?

· What sort of a ‘leader’ do you think Jesus was? Do you think Jesus’ teachings were fair? 

     Year 9:  -  When do you think the use of violence can be justified?

· Do you think Martin Luther King’s ‘DREAM’ came true?

· When would you fight in a war?

· Why do people commit crime? Do you agree with the death penalty etc.

The R.E. department uses literacy aids to reinforce the Wirral Agreed Syllabus (W.A.S.) stipulation that students back up their responses to such issues with  examples, reason, argument etc. This is constantly reinforced throughout R.E. lessons and schemes of work as it is an essential skill in this subject.

Small group work discussion tasks are a regular feature of the R.E. classroom where co-operative work and discussion (including note-taking and group evaluation) is positively encouraged. Students are often ask to present findings to their teaching groups and collaboration between groups is also possible.

Discursive work and general oral skills form part of the annual assessment and recording to parents via the school report. Discussion skills contribute directly to students’ ongoing in-school assessments. Students are conscious of the importance of developing these skills and will be set targets to improve in this area where necessary. Excellent discussion (and listening) skills are frequently rewarded using the school merit system.

Creative tasks – writing plays, drama, role-play, reconstructions, ‘game’ playing etc are encouraged in the department and some tasks are ‘set’ on the scheme of work at this Key Stage. Empathy with the religious experience and beliefs of others is essential. Toleration and understanding of different viewpoints is reinforced in every lesson.

Year 8  Dramatisation of the Jewish exodus.

             Assessment task – What’s it like to be a Jew in Liverpool?

Year 9  Role-play of religious concepts e.g. separation and reconciliation

             Role-play of ‘life’ situations e.g. crime, court trials etc.

Research is set during every unit of work at Key Stage 3. This could be as a homework task.  Various sources are used in class to reflect a variety of approaches to the study of religion and moral issues.

Example Year 9: War and Peace

· Newspaper reports on the war in Kosovo and Human Rights abuses.

· Music and lyrics expressing thoughts about war.

· Short story writing on the experience of first killing a soldier in Vietnam.

· Original letters.

· Video footage.

· Internet facility.

When studying moral issues (in particular) prior attention is always given to the motivation behind sources and to their inherent prejudices.

Please see previous information. Note: vote taking is not always effective in R.E. due to the likelihood of peer pressure ‘swinging’ the vote on sensitive issues. This should be pointed out to the students! Statistical information taken from group votes is analysed and presented in written form where appropriate (N.B. At present there are opportunities to do this within the Year 9 Scheme of Work.)

In Year 9 students follow a course of study which covers the following contemporary issues:

· Evidence for God’s existence / non-existence

· Suffering in the world

· Racism

· Crime and Punishment (including capital punishment)

· War and Peace (including pacifism and non-violent direct protest; conscientious objectors and a study of whether certain wars were ‘just’ or not).

· Worldwide poverty.

Prejudice and discrimination is defined, studied and researched as part of an assessed project in Year 9 based on Racism. Positive discrimination is also discussed. Equal opportunities are addressed in the context of school policies.

Please see previous information. Religious prejudice and sexism is also tackled within the study of Judaism and Buddhism during Years 8 and 9.

Voluntary work is included within the ‘Worldwide poverty’ unit in Year 9. Year 9 students also look in detail at the life and work of Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights movement. They access primary sources from Civil Rights organizations and examine the effectiveness of non-violent direct action within a democratic society. This is later reassessed in terms of pacifism and those who chose to use violence e.g. in times of war. Some questions are posed; What types of protest would have worked in Nazi Germany? Why do people protest? What would make you get up and take an active interest in protesting?

Year 9 students follow a unit of work ‘Poverty and Wealth’ which compares the wealth of the ‘national lottery’ culture with the poverty of the 3rd world, where one child dies for every second of their school day. Current news reports are used throughout. The morality of what we ‘value’ and how we treat others as part of a worldwide ‘neighbour’ community is addressed. Throughout, the teachings of Christianity and other world religions are assessed and discussed.




R.E. and Citizenship

The R.E. department at South Wirral High School recognizes that it has an important role to play in responding to the current criteria laid down for delivering citizenship within all secondary schools. Links between citizenship ‘Learning Outcomes’ and R.E. at Key Stage 3 are attached. The department recognizes that it is a significant contributor to:

· Teaching about the diversity of religious and ethnic identities in the U.K. and the need for mutual respect and understanding.(1b)

· Teaching pupils to think about spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues.(2a)

· Teaching pupils to justify orally and in writing a personal opinion about issues, problems or events.(2b)

· Teaching pupils to contribute to group and exploratory class discussions, and take part in debates.(2c)

· Teaching pupils to use their imagination to consider other peoples’ experiences and be able to think about, express and explain views that are not their own.(3a)

(Bracket references refer to Citizenship Programme of study at Key Stage 3)

In addition to the above, the department has identified the following areas of the ‘Overview of essential elements to be reached by the end of compulsory schooling’, that are currently addressed by the R.E. scheme of work for Key Stage 3. These will be formally identified on future R.E. schemes of work and attached to the department handbook.

Key Concepts

- co-operation and conflict.

- equality and diversity.

- fairness, justice, the use of law, rules, and human rights.

- individual and community.

-rights and responsibilities.

Values and Dispositions.

- belief in human dignity and equality.

- concern for the common good.

- concern to resolve conflicts.

- practice of tolerance.

- judging and acting by a moral code.

- courage to defend a point of view.

-willingness to be open to changing one’s opinions and attitudes in the light of discussion and evidence.

-individual initiative and effort.

-commitment to equal opportunities.

-concern for human rights.

Skills and Aptitudes
-ability to make a reasoned argument both verbally and in writing.

-ability to co-operate and work effectively with others.

-ability to consider and appreciate the experience and perspective of others.

-ability to tolerate other viewpoints.

-ability to use modern media and technology critically to gather information.

-ability to identify, respond to and influence social, moral and political challenges and situations.

Knowledge and Understanding

-topical and contemporary issues.

-the interdependence of individuals and local and voluntary communities.

-the nature of diversity, dissent and social conflict.

-the nature of social, moral and political challenges faced by individuals and communities.

-the rights and responsibilities of citizens as…family and community members.

-human rights charters and issues.







