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CITIZENSHIP  AND  SOCIAL  SCIENCE

The following table indicates the elements of Citizenship covered by GCSE Social Science at Key Stage 4.

CITIZENSHIP
GCSE SOCIAL SCIENCE

1a.  Legal and human rights and responsibilities underpinning society and how they relate to citizens, including the role and operation of the criminal and civil justice systems.
The responsibilities of the individual and the community with regard to crime.

The rights of the individual with regard to arrest.

The role of courts and sentencing.

The effects of law on the individual.

The rights and responsibilities of a citizen of Europe.



1b.  The origins and implications of the diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect and understanding.
Cultural Diversity.

An awareness that behaviour in one’s own society may be questioned by others.

1c.  The work of parliament, the government and the courts in making and shaping the law.
How laws are made, enforced and changed.

1d.  The importance of playing an active part in democratic and electoral processes.
How the democratic process works.

1e.  How the economy functions, including the role of business and financial services.
Economic Understanding.

Creation of Wealth.

The Location of industry.

The impact of technology and competition on industry.

UK economy in relation to EU and world markets.

1f.  The opportunities for individuals and voluntary groups to bring about social change locally, nationally, in Europe and internationally.
How the democratic process works.

The rights and responsibilities of a citizen of Europe.

1g.  The importance of a free press, and the media’s role in society, including the internet, in providing information and affecting opinion.
Images of the family and marriage in the media.

Secondary socialisation.

The role of informal elites in the decision making process.

1h.  The rights and responsibilities of consumers, employers and employees.
How and why laws affect many aspects of personal and social life.

1i.  The UK’s relations in Europe, including the EU, and relations with the Commonwealth and the United Nations.
UK economy in relation to EU and world markets.

European awareness.

1j.  The wider issues and challenges of global interdependence and responsibility, including sustainable development and Local Agenda 21.
Interdependence of world production, employment and international trade.

Local issues in a European context.

2.
DEVELOPING SKILLS OF ENQUIRY AND COMMUNICATION


By its very nature, Social Science develops these skills.  Topical, political, spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, problems and events are regularly referred to and analysed in class and as coursework.  Pupils are actively encouraged to express, justify and defend orally and in writing a personal opinion about such problems, issues or events.  Social Science also embraces class discussions and debates, vital in any subject exploring society today.

3.
DEVELOPING SKILLS – PARTICIPATION / RESPONSIBLE ACTION


Pupils are encouraged to use their imagination to consider other people’s experiences, for example in brainstorming issues.  Studying Social Science enables pupils to think about, express, explain and critically evaluate views that are not their own by the nature of the subject material and the active learning methods used.  Coursework tasks give pupils the opportunity to negotiate, decide and take part responsibly in school and community based activities.  By the teaching of Citizenship in Social Science, pupils are inevitably reflecting on the process of participating and being encouraged to do so where appropriate (e.g. voting, pressure group activities).


This analysis demonstrates the potentially important role Social Science has to play in providing citizenship.


I believe the same is true of all humanities subjects as John Keast (QCA) writes “All the humanities promote common skills:  enquiry and communication, for example.  Together they can provide an integrated way of understanding citizenship”  (Times Educational Supplement 24.03.00).
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