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Wirral Study Support 

Varied Menu of Activities Policy 2008
For use in all Wirral Schools.  This guidance is produced to help you identify activities, and which can be classed as ‘Study Support’ which therefore contribute to the Wirral Extended Schools’ core offer for ‘Study Support’.

What is Study Support?
Definition:

· ‘Study Support is an inclusive term for all voluntary learning opportunities outside normal lessons.  This broad range of academic and recreational activities extends personalised learning experiences for children and young people, improving motivation, enjoyment, social skills and overall attainment and achievement.  Effective Study Support is of particular importance to strategies which seek to support the progress of the most vulnerable children and young people.’  Wirral LA 2008
Study support is part of the core offer of the Extended Schools agenda and is a basic entitlement for all children and young people.  Study support can take place in a variety of settings, both within the school environment and the wider community; for example in libraries, museums, youth centres and sports clubs, 365 days a year; to include school holidays.  The key purpose is to raise achievement, enrich pupils’ learning experience and to tackle social exclusion.

Wirral ‘Study Support’ varied menu of activities focuses on 4 key aims:-

Aim 

1. To ensure that access to a wide range of Study Support is available to all children and young people in Wirral.

Objectives: 

· To ensure that all schools offer access to a range of Study Support activities which respond to identified need. Such activities will contribute to higher levels of achievement, help remove barriers to learning and increasingly address matters related to core skills, self confidence, health and relationships, and will help pupils make a positive contribution to their community.

· To encourage, promote and support all other agencies which work with children and young people to provide access to a range of Study Support activities which respond to identified need.

Aim:

2.  To ensure that access to a wide range of study support is specifically promoted to groups of vulnerable children and young people.

Objectives:

To implement;

(a) strategies which will offer engaging and accessible study support for the most vulnerable groups - Children in Care, young carers and those with learning difficulties and disabilities.

(b) strategies which will offer accessible and engaging study support activities for children and young people whose achievement and attainment is impeded as a result of high levels of social and economic deprivation.

(c) strategies which will offer more challenging and personalised Study Support opportunities for gifted and/or talented children and young people.

Aim:

3.  To promote the integrated working of statutory, public, private and third sector organisations in order to provide the greatest breadth and capacity of provision possible.

Objectives:

· To develop and maintain an audit of Study Support activities provided by all agencies and ensure this is accessible to all agencies.

· To develop, in partnership with all agencies, an Action Plan for future delivery based on the priorities identified in the Wirral Local Authority Children and Young People’s Plan.

· To promote integrated frontline service delivery for ‘Study Support’ Varied Menu of Activities.
Aim:

4.  To ensure that all Study Support opportunities are of high quality.

Objectives:

· To support all agencies who provide Study Support activities in the use of the Study Support Code of Practice and its evaluation criteria to ensure  high quality delivery .

· To support the evaluation of the impact of engagement with Study Support opportunities on the five Every Child Matters outcomes.
When can Study Support activities take place: 

· up to 365 days a year including school holidays and weekends

· before or after school, or in lunchtime

· in school holidays, at’ weekends’, in the evening

· within a re-organised timetable

· at one off local and national events

What forms do Study Support activities take?

The aim is to provide a ‘varied menu of activities’, therefore all activities listed below could be included:

· sporting and physical activity of all kinds (including the unusual)

· outdoor, adventurous and environmental activities

· programmes which extend the curriculum

· creative and performing arts of all types

· craft and technology, including ICT

· homework clubs and open access to libraries and learning resource centres

· booster and revision sessions linked to subjects of the curriculum and cross

· curricular themes

· hobby activities and games clubs

· community service, many kinds of volunteering

· peer education and mentoring

· theme-based summer schools

· breakfast clubs

Accreditation of Study Support Activities through the National Children’s University

Wirral LA is committed to the support of accreditation for Study Support through Wirral Children’s University, affiliated to the National Children’s University.

Click on the link below for further information.

http://www.wirral-mbc.gov.uk/childrensUniversity/index.htm
The National Children’s University:

www.childrensuniversity.co.uk 

Study Support Activities- a Varied Menu

A varied menu of activities is key to the core offer of the agenda for schools offering Extended Services.  The Wirral framework classifies study support activities into seven categories:

· Art and Craft

· Citizenship

· Extending the curriculum

· Nature and the Environment

· Performing Arts  

· Special interest / New Challenge

· Sport and Games

Study Support provision has been mapped to provide a picture of Wirral provision in 2008.  Areas for further development are identified by consultation with pupils, parents and the members of the wider community.  This is an ongoing process.

An example of a Primary School varied menu of activities:
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Poulton Lancelyn 2008

Wirral schools vary in the number of activities on offer but they all offer a full range of activities which are delivered by teachers, mentors, teaching assistants, coaches, parents or peer mentors.  Schools provide in-house activities and ‘signpost’ other activities available through their Extended Schools Cluster.  The varied menu can therefore be a mix of school provided and signposted activities by a local area.
Why Study Support?
“Young people only spend 15% of their waking time in school – the other 85% is spent in the home and the community.  Unless we look seriously at the 85% we will never lift the lid off potential and achievement in the 15%....................
Giving young people more time to do more of the same, in the same way, with the same people is not going to raise standards of achievement dramatically upward - we need to think about doing something radically different”

Tim Brighouse, Commissioner for London Schools

“In a time of drastic change it is the learners who inherit the future. The learned usually find themselves equipped to live in a world that no longer exists”

Eric Hoffer, Philosopher
Links to the wider agenda for Children and Young People

Wirral is striving to ensure that a rich and varied menu of ‘Study Support’ opportunities are available to Children and Young People in order to raise achievement, enrich their experience and equip them for the future.

Study Support plays a key role in response to major policy and strategies and is crucial to the achievement of the five key outcomes in Every Child Matters and Personalised Learning Agenda. 

· Every Child Matters: The 5 outcomes for children (DfES 2003)

Study Support offers a wide range of opportunities that young people can choose to take part in, allowing personalisation of their activities.  These activities are designed to take place in an enjoyable, fun, learning environment with quality learning providers, and targeted against these outcomes.

· Excellence and Enjoyment: a strategy for primary schools (DfES 2003)

-acknowledges the central role played by Study Support at primary level and recognises the value which such activities can have on self esteem, motivation and enjoyment.

· A New Specialist System: Transforming Secondary Education (DfES 2003).

This strategy focuses on four key areas:
· Creating a new specialist system

· Building strong leadership teams

· Developing partnerships beyond the classroom

· Reforming the school workforce

· Personalised Learning Narrowing the Gap: Study Support will help children overcome the gap in achievement between different social and ethnic groups
Benefits for young people and schools.

· Raises self-esteem and feelings of empowerment

· Emphasis is on learning through activity and enjoyment

· Improved relationships between pupils and staff

· Better punctuality and attendance

· Improved behaviour

· Higher attainment and achievement

· Accreditation by Children’s University

· Creates opportunities for learning beyond normal school hours

Links with policies, strategies and agendas.
· Academies


· City learning centres

· Early Years & childcare development partnerships 

· Excellence in cities/excellence clusters

· Extended services in and around schools

· Healthy Schools Programme

· Learning outside the classroom

· Neighbourhood renewal

· The Physical Education School Sport Club Links (PESSCL strategy)

· Primary strategy

· Respect action plan 

· School sports coordinator partnerships

· Secondary strategy

· Wirral’s Children’s University

· Youth Matters

· Youth Volunteering
· Community Cohesion  - a new duty for schools to promote
Looking at it from the other side…

There is collaboration across local strategies concerned with raising standards, social inclusion and integrated children’s services.   

Strategies and initiatives to benefit from identifying study support as a key contributor to their aims and objectives are:
· 14-19 development initiative

· Behaviour improvement plans

· Adult and Community Learning 

· Children’s centres 

· Children’s fund partnerships 

· Children’s Trust 

· Children & young person’s plan 

· Community plans 

· Equal Opportunities

· Extended Services in and around schools

· Family Learning 

· Gifted & Talented Healthy schools

· Inclusion

· Key stage 2 strategy

· Key stage 3 strategy 

· Library strategy

· Local strategic partnerships

· Music Managers

· PE & Sport

· Personalised Learning 

· Playing for Success

· School standards/effectiveness
The design and planning of area-wide Study Support provision is supported by the voluntary and community sectors including Church groups, Leisure Services, Youth Services and Health services.  Study Support is embedded in all appropriate strategic plans including Community Plans, Children & Young Person’s Plan and the LA plan for all Wirral Schools to meet the full core offer by 2010 thereby becoming truly extended schools. 
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For further information:

Click on the link below to link to the standards website to download the Study Support framework.

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/studysupport/816987/817959/study_support_framework.pdf
Click on the link below to download an audit for Study Support.

http://www.continyou.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_389.pdf
LA Play Strategies





BSF,�Academies,�Primary Schools





Voluntary Sector





Community Sector





Others are ready to help





Narrowing the Gap





£680m





Local Area Agreements





Respect Agenda





Healthy Schools





Changing view of health�(PCT)





Plateau of results and attainment





Tackling Crime (PAYP, YOT etc.)





Learning difficulties and disabilities





Children’s Trusts





Lack of impact on bottom 10%





Personalised learning





Every Child Matters





Children’s Trusts





Personalised learning





Lack of impact on bottom 10%





Teacher workload & workforce reform





Why now? 





PERFORMING ARTS


Choir


Music lessons*


Recorder





Dance


Dance HQ coaching


Drama Club








CITIZENSHIP


School council


Healthy tuck


Sunday School@


Christian Union@


Youth Alpha@


Active Play*


Civic Award*


Charity work


Peer mentoring





ART AND CRAFT


Craft


Arts Day @


Creative Kids Club@





SPECIAL INTEREST/NEW CHALLENGE


Brownies @


Calligraphy


Circus skills


Cookery


Junior Chef


Rainbows@


Science


Taster sessions e.g. mountain biking


Museums


Theatre visits


Visitors e.g Viking, Greek


Civic Award


Kids Excel


Barnston Dales


Kingswood





SPORT 


Athletics


Basketball


Circus skills*


Cross country


Football (+holiday club@)


Gym


Judo


Keep fit


Netball


Running club


Swimming


Tag Rugby


Trampoline








EXTENDING THE CURRICULUM


Breakfast club ) Kid’s 


      Holiday club   ) United


After school club)     


G&T athletics


 G&T maths @


G&T Science@


Life caravan


ICT Day@


Music lessons*(private provider)


PfS @


WACC @


Web site links to learning +games activities


Children’s University


Active Play* 


Civic Award*





NATURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT


Gardening


Visit to squirrel sanctuary


Trip to zoo
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