Year 6 Activity for Thermometer ITP
Learning Objective

· Record estimates and readings from scales to a suitable degree of accuracy

· Find the difference between a positive and a negative integer, or two negative integers, and order a set of positive and negative integers.
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Teaching Activity

Display the Thermometer ITP with the scale set at a maximum of 40, a minimum of -30 and with the scale interval set at 2.  Discuss the scale with the children recapping the concept of negative numbers being below zero. Begin with the temperature set at 25 degrees.
      Q     What temperature is shown on the thermometer?
      Q     What would the temperature be if it decreased by 18 degrees? 
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National Numeracy Strategy




      Continue with this line of questioning focusing on reading 
      the scale accurately  for both positive and negative 
      temperature readings, where possible relate to 

      temperatures around the world. 
      Change the scale to a minimum of -10.  Pose a scenario:
Q     If the temperature at lunch time is 16 degrees but 
        the temperature decreases to -4 degrees by early 
        evening, what is the temperature change? 
      If using an interactive whiteboard, model the process on the thermometer.   

      Reinforce that this is a decrease in temperature and the change in 

      temperature is therefore shown as a negative value.  Continue with this line 
      of questioning finding the difference between positive and negative numbers 
      and between two negative numbers, modeling as required. 
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The interactive whiteboard tools can be used to annotate on the screen as shown
below.
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Have you tried…





Changing the maximum and minimum readings on the scale?


Changing the scale intervals?


Giving the children a blank thermometer with only the maximum and minimum temperatures marked for the children to interpret the scale and label?











