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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

PROCEDURES FOR STATUTORY ASSESSMENT

INTRODUCTION

If there is evidence that a child may have special educational needs which requires special provision to be made for him or her, the Authority will initiate a statutory assessment.  The evidence for the child’s special needs may be presented by the child’s school or by other professionals, such as doctors or social workers, or by parents.  In the case of schools the evidence is expected to have been gathered through Early Years/School Action and Early Years/School Action Plus. All referrals for formal assessment should be accompanied by 

· clear recorded evidence of the child’s needs

· the steps which have been taken to meet them and

· the outcomes of the support that has been given at School Action and School Action Plus.

The statutory assessment will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the 1996 Education Act (Part IV and Schedules 26 and 27), as amended by the SEN and Disability Act, 2001; the Education (Special Educational Needs) Regulations, 2001 and the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2001).  References to paragraphs are references to the paragraphs in Chapters 7 and 8 of the SEN Code of Practice.

PARENTS’ RIGHTS - DEFINITION OF PARENT

It is vitally important that all the adults who have parental responsibility for the child should be informed of the procedures.  The term ‘parent’ includes all those who have parental responsibility for the child and this means that the Authority must be informed of all those who have parental responsibility; for example, if the child’s parents are divorced or separated, the Authority must, unless it is impossible to ascertain the information, be informed of the name and address of the parent with whom the child does not live as well as the name and address of the parent with whom the child does live.  There may be other adults too who have parental responsibility for the child, e.g. grandparents.  Schools should check carefully that they have identified all the people who need to be informed as parents.  

INDEPENDENT PARENTAL SUPPORT

Parents may at any point during the procedures decide that they would like help or support.  The Wirral SEN Partnership at the Charing Cross Neighbourhood Centre, Birkenhead CH41 4DX (Tel: 647 6631) is a source of independent advice for parents and may be able to put parents in touch with an appropriate voluntary organization.  Parents may also seek support from other sources, whether local or national.

SCHOOL REFERRALS

Schools should request a statutory assessment by completing Form SN/R1 and Checklist 

and sending it to the Special Education Section in the Education Department. They should be accompanied by evidence which will be presented in the form of documentation for Early Years/School Action and Early Years/School Action Plus, and other evidence, e.g. from doctors or social workers, should be included if it is available. The Pupil Access Support Service should also use these forms (paras 7.9-7.13).

Form SN/R1 also asks schools to refer to the views of the child.  Schools should be sensitive in providing this information to the way in which they seek this information.  They should pay due regard to the age and level of understanding of the child and they should generally share the information with the child’s parents; essentially none of the information provided by the school to the Authority should come as a surprise to the parents.

If the Headteacher believes that pending assessment the National Curriculum should not apply either in whole or in part, he/she may give a direction under Sections 365 - 366 of the Education Act 1996.  The Headteacher should discuss the matter with the child’s parents and others involved with the child’s education.  The Headteacher must explain why he/she is giving the direction; the effect of the direction; and the provision that will be made for the child during the period of the direction which should be not longer than six months.  If the Headteacher is giving the direction pending an assessment of special educational needs, he/she should explain what steps are being taken to assess the child or, if appropriate, to review the child’s existing Statement.

HEALTH REFERRALS

The Health Services are required to inform the Education Authority of children over the age of two who may have special educational needs; the Services also may inform the Education Authority of children under the age of two who may have special needs.  These referrals should be made on Form SN/R2 and should be sent with supporting information to the Special Education Section in the Education Department.  At this stage Form SEN (M) should not be sent.  The Education Department will then seek further information, e.g. from schools, Special Education Support Service (SESS), before deciding whether to initiate a statutory assessment.  If statutory assessment is started, the Authority will ask for Form SEN (M) (Para 7.15).

OTHER PROFESSIONAL REFERRALS

Other professionals, e.g. Social Workers, wishing to initiate a statutory assessment should complete Form SN/R2 and forward it to the Special Education Section in the Education Department.  The Department will then seek further information, e.g. from schools or the SESS, before deciding whether to initiate an assessment.  Information on arrangements for Educational/Social Services Joint Assessments is set out below (Para 7.15).

REFERRALS BY PARENTS

Parents have the right to ask the Authority directly for a statutory assessment of their child’s special educational needs.  Copies of such requests will be passed to the Headteacher of the child’s school and to the SESS. The Authority will acknowledge the referral (Letter PR1).

The Headteacher will be asked to forward a report and any available IEP’s or IBP’s using Form SN/R3 with the SNR Checklist of Evidence. The SESS will be asked to forward any information which they hold on the child.  

Once this information is received, the Authority will decide whether to proceed with a statutory assessment.  The parents will be kept informed of the progress of their request by the Authority.

If the request is refused Letter PR3 will be sent to the parent; if the request is agreed Letter SEN1/2. (paras 7.21-7.29).

If the child is not registered at school then a copy of the parents’ letter will be passed to the SESS and, if appropriate, a Consultant Paediatrician and other professionals who may have knowledge of the child. The Authority will decide whether to proceed to statutory assessment in the light of the advice which it receives.

EXCEPTIONAL REFERRALS

Normally schools will be expected to show that they have taken all the steps available through Early Years/School Action and Early Years/School Action Plus.  However, there will be circumstances where there has been a sudden and unforeseeable change in a child’s condition, e.g. serious injury as the result of a road traffic accident.  In this kind of circumstance, the school or other referring agency should complete the relevant Form SN/R together with as much of the checklist documentation as possible.  The explanation for the urgency of the referral should be given on Form SN/R.  (Para 7:30 - 7:32)

CONSIDERATION OF REFERRALS FOR STATUTORY ASSESSMENT

The first decision will be to determine whether a statutory assessment is necessary.  The Authority will take into account all the information which is provided with the referral form and will where appropriate seek further information from SESS, the health services and Social Services using letter SN/R4.  The Authority will consider the evidence in the light of the guidance given in the Code of Practice and in the light of its own criteria for special educational needs.  The evidence must include:

· evidence that the school has responded appropriately to the requirements of the National Curriculum, especially the section entitled ‘Inclusion: Providing effective learning opportunities for all children’;

· evidence provided by the child’s school, parents and other professionals where they have been involved with the child, as to the nature, extent and cause of the child’s learning difficulties; 

· evidence of action already taken by the child’s school to meet and overcome those difficulties;

· evidence of the rate and style of the child’s progress;

· evidence that where some progress has been made, it has only been as the result of much additional effort and instruction at a sustained level not usually commensurate with provision through Action Plus. (Para 7: 35).

Each request will be considered on its own merits.  If there is doubt about whether the evidence supports a request for statutory assessment, the case will be referred to the Special Needs Assessment Panel.

The Authority will come to a decision within six weeks unless further information is required which is not available within that period.  If the request is refused Letters PR2 or PR3 will be sent and the parents have the right to appeal to the SEN and Disability Tribunal (SENDIST) against a decision not to proceed with an assessment.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR JOINT ASSESSMENT – SOCIAL SERVICES AND HEALTH

The duties and powers of the Education and Social Services Departments under the Education Act 1996 and the Children Act 1989 require a high level of co-operation at all levels between the Departments.  Health Services also have responsibilities to assist the Departments with these responsibilities. 

School Provision for Children with SEN

The emerging needs of children should be assessed and responded to by the professionals from different services planning across agencies with the families concerned.  For schools, this will mean reference in the child’s IEP/IBP to other agencies’ involvement.

Teachers and social workers are expected to exchange information about children with whom they are both working, or to seek advice from the other agency on the appropriateness of their involvement.  The exchange of information should be based on the ‘need to know’ principle.  Care should be taken to obtain parents’ consent and to maintain confidentiality unless the child’s welfare would be compromised.  Examples of information that should be provided will therefore include:-


Child Protection information;


Information related to school attendance;


Information about Looked After children (e.g. location of placement, parental involvement, planned changes in placement);


Family support issues;


Information about children with disabilities.

Teachers in any doubt about sharing information should consult their Headteacher who in turn may wish to consult one of the senior officers in the Pupil Services Section.  Social Workers should consult their Team Leader.

Statutory Education Assessments

Advice will always be sought from the Social Services Department.

The advice should be provided within 6 weeks and will need to be written carefully to ensure that the objectives are compatible with other services’ objectives to met the child’s needs.  The formal advice towards an assessment requested from social workers must take into account the statutory nature of this document.  It should not make recommendations about specific services from other agencies; any advocacy that the family have agreed to Social Services making on their behalf should be organized separately.

There will be occasions when information obtained during an assessment by one agency will trigger an assessment by another agency.  In this circumstance the need to share information thoroughly and openly will suggest that planning discussions take place so as to achieve a unified approach to responding to the range of needs of the child.  Terms of reference can be agreed with families where more than one agency is to become involved, and individuals should then undertake their assessment tasks in concert.  They should take into account any service planning decisions already taken where assessments have not been started or concluded simultaneously, so as to create linked plans.

Complex Assessments

“Complex” assessments should be undertaken by the agencies together when it is likely a child’s needs will require a high level of resources and/or a high degree of coordination of services.  Criteria for consideration for joint assessment will include:-

· children with substantial needs arising from their disabilities and who will be highly dependent on support across agencies for their needs;

· children who are Looked After and have particular education and/or health needs;

· children where very individual packages of support requiring co-ordinated provision across agencies are unlikely to be met from local resources.

The objectives of joint assessment can be best achieved by co-ordinating services in such a way as to:

(a)
make the family aware of the different roles and processes of each department;

(b)
make sure that the different timescales do not impede the flexibility of approach to care planning required, and

(c)
ensure that plans are unified and not therefore open to inconsistencies in the way that individual Departments provide for children.

Joint assessments that are fully integrated throughout the process will be limited to those children where a need for multi-agency working is identified.  This form of assessment will be triggered where it becomes clear that integrated planning and provision of services is required, and not merely that special needs exist since it will often be the case that linked plans between agencies will be sufficient and will avoid unnecessary service delays.

Referrals for joint assessment consideration will be made through the Joint Assessment Panel.  Assessments will follow the appropriate Departmental procedures and joint provision of services will be described in Statements of Special Education Need and in Care Plans.

Joint Assessment Panel

The Joint Assessment Panel will be able to give consideration to “life planning” for the child around the type of services needed, and to the need for centrally controlled or external resources including joint funding.  The Panel will meet monthly.

The Panel will also consider circumstances where the existing levels of provision is breaking down and further special resources are required from the agencies acting in concert.  Such recommendations will need to meet each agency’s own criteria for such services.
STATUTORY ASSESSMENT

FIRST STEP - INFORMING PARENTS

If the Authority agrees that the referral is appropriate, it will send a letter to the parents suggesting that their child may have special educational needs which require statutory assessment.  This letter is the SEN 1.  The letter will nominate a Named Officer who will be responsible for the process of the assessment.

If the referral is initiated by the school then the Headteacher is asked to hand the letter to the parent and explain its meaning.  In special cases it may be appropriate for someone else to do this, for example, a member of SESS or an Education Social Worker.

In explaining the procedure to parents the following points should be emphasised:

(a)
The reason why the child was referred and the name of the originator of the referral.

(b)
That the purpose of the statutory assessment is to provide evidence to enable the Authority to decide why a child is experiencing learning difficulties, the degree of those difficulties and whether the appropriate remedy can be achieved from within the resources of his/her present school or whether some kind of special provision will be needed.

(c)
That the parents have the right to consider the proposal for 29 days, and either to accept the proposal or to contact the Authority in person or in writing if they object to the assessment proceeding.  The Authority will then decide whether or not to proceed.  It should be noted that the Authority has the right to decide to assess a child without the consent of the parents if it believes that it is in the child’s best interest to do so.

(d)
That parents will be encouraged to be involved in all stages, e.g. to be present at psychological and medical assessments and to submit their own views and their own evidence in writing.  Parents may wish at this stage if they have not already done so to contact an Independent Parental Supporter who can help them to represent their views.  Information should be given to them about the Wirral SEN Parent Partnership.

(e)
The importance of keeping appointments.  If appointments are broken, the assessment may be delayed.

(f)
Their right to appeal against any decision made by the Authority.  (Paras 7-16-7-18)

A copy of the SEN1 will be sent to the Social Services Department, Wirral Services for Child Health (WISCH) and the Special Education Support Service.  Where relevant it may also be sent to other services such as Education Social Welfare (Para 7.19).

SECOND STEP - PARENT’S CONSENT

The parent may give their consent to the assessment before 29 days pass by signing the slip sent with the letter SEN 1.  At the end of the 29 day period or when the slip is returned, the Authority gives further consideration to the matter.  If it is decided to proceed with the assessment, the Authority sends the letter which starts the statutory assessment procedure.  This is letter SEN 2 or SEN 2A.  This informs the parent that it is intended to proceed with the assessment and triggers the Educational Psychological Service, the Health Service, the Headteacher, Social Services Department, and other agencies to prepare reports.  On very rare occasions the procedure is abandoned at this point and the Authority writes to the parents accordingly.  If the Authority agrees to a parental request for a statutory assessment, letter SEN1/2 is sent (Paras 7.68 - 7.91).

THIRD STEP - PREPARATION OF REPORTS

The Authority has to seek written advice from parents, the Headteacher of the child’s school, the Health Service, an Educational Psychologist, the Social Services Department and from any other source that the Authority considers desirable.  The Authority will also seek to ascertain the views of the child.

Other sources may include:-

· The Pre School (Portage) Service;

· The Learning Support Team;

· Education Social Workers;

· The Vision Support Service;

· The Hearing Support Service;

· The Physical /Medical Support Service;

· Speech and language therapy, occupational therapy, physio therapy services;

· Other agencies e.g. Child and Family Service, Youth Offending Team.

(Paras 7.74 – 7.77).

Parents’ Report

The parents are invited to make a contribution to the assessment and they will receive a form for this purpose with the letter SEN 2 or SEN 1/2.  They may also obtain reports of their own.

School Report

When the Headteacher receives a copy of SEN 2N, he/she should prepare a report using the form headed Educational Advice, Appendix B.  It should be completed within six weeks, signed by the Headteacher and dated.  Parents will see the report in due course and if a Statement is eventually made, the report will become an appendix (B) and as such part of a legal document.  It may be used in evidence in any appeal.  It is important that it is accurate and presents a rounded picture of the child, highlighting the child’s strengths as well as his/her special needs.  The report should be based on sound evidence and should not omit any relevant information.

It is important to distinguish between the teachers’ observations, which are very important, and the measured information, e.g. test results, gathered by the school.  It should not be assumed that any other reports will provide this information.  The school’s information will have been gathered over a period of time and should provide vital information that is not available from other sources.

The purpose of the report is to help the Authority to make an accurate assessment of the child’s needs and to judge whether special provision is appropriate.  The child’s teachers will know the child well and should be able to identify his/her strengths and weaknesses.  The report form asks for:

1.
A summary of the context within which the child’s needs were identified.

2.
The child’s educational background.

3.
The interventions that have been used to support the child and the outcomes.

4.
The child’s current functioning, including communication skills and learning development, attitude to learning, physical/medical factors, social/emotional/ behavioural development.  

5.
Other factors, e.g. attendance, which have affected the child’s learning.

6.
A summary of the child’s special educational needs.

7.
The aims of the provision for the child, that is, the objectives for his/her education.  In a Statement the Authority will have to describe each of the child’s needs and the objectives for his/her education.  In this section, the Headteacher should give his/her view on the objectives for the child’s education which are related directly to each of the child’s special needs.  

8.
The educational facilities and resources that will enable the child’s needs to be met.  The report should not specify the kind of provision which the child needs e.g. the type of school the child should attend, as that is a matter for the Authority and the parent, but the Authority will be guided in its view by recommendations as to the objectives for the child’s education and facilities needed.

9. The pupil’s views, so far as they can be ascertained by the school (see the paragraph on the Child’s Views).  The report may be completed (and signed) by a teacher at the school but should always also be signed by the Headteacher.

Medical Report

The medical report should be completed on Form SEN (M).  This will become Appendix C.

Psychological Report

There is no form for the Educational Psychologist’s report but guidance is given to Educational Psychologists on the information required for the completion of reports.  The report will become Appendix D.

Social Services Report

The Social Services report should be written on Form SEN (E).  This will become Appendix E.

Other Reports

Other reports will be sought from other professional who know the child and can contribute relevant information.  The format for these reports is the same as Form SEN (E).

The Child’s Views

It is important that the Authority should try to ascertain the views of the child.  The child’s views may be ascertained through his/her parents, through the school, through the Educational Psychologist or through another third party, e.g. a doctor, social worker or independent advocate.  There is no single way of doing this since it will depend upon the child’s age, ability, level of maturity, level of understanding, and ability to communicate. Where children are able to write down their views they should be asked to do so. Where they cannot an adult may transcribe their views following an interview with the child.  The adult should ask neutral questions, use signing or symbols as appropriate, and interpret the child’s views fairly and objectively.  Alternatively, a child may prefer to record his/her views using another medium, e.g. tape or Braille.  If this is done, it should be transcribed.

As part of the assessment procedure, the Educational Psychologist will consider how best to ascertain the child’s views in consultation with the child’s parents and where appropriate, the child’s school and social worker (Para 7.85).

Timescale for Reports

Reports should be sent to the Special Education Section in the Education Department.  A deadline will be set for the receipt of all reports within the timescale set out in the Code of Practice.  This is shown overleaf.  If the timescale has to be extended because reports are not available, parents will be advised. (Paras 7.72 – 7.73 and para 7.91 – 7.93).

FOURTH STEP - CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS

When all the reports required have been received, the Authority will conclude the assessment.  This part of the process is conducted by the Special Needs Assessment Panel.

The function of the Panel is twofold:

1.
To consider when required, requests for statutory assessment.  For this purpose the Panel will have available to it the request for statutory assessment and whatever evidence there is to support the request.

2.
To consider the advice received on pupils’ special educational needs; to make recommendations to the Director of Education and Cultural Services on the needs of individual pupils and the provision which is appropriate to meet those needs.

The Panel will comprise:

The representative of the Director of Education & Cultural Services (Chair)

Principal Educational Psychologist*

Primary Headteacher

)

Secondary Headteacher

)  will attend meetings for appropriate sector

Special School Headteacher
)

Consultant Community Paediatrician

*
may nominate a senior member of staff as substitute.

The child’s Named Officer will attend the Panel and may chair it.

The Senior Inspector (Pupil/Student Services) and General Inspector (SEN) may also attend the Panel.

The quorum is three, one of whom must be an Authority Officer and one an Educational Psychologist.  Meetings will not be invalidated by the absence of any others of those listed.

The composition of the Panel may be varied to consider the assessment of Year 6 pupils transferring to secondary schools.

The Panel will meet weekly during term time.  The Panel will consider primary and secondary cases on alternate weeks.

The Named Officer will present a profile of each child’s needs and suggest the objectives which any special provision for the child should aim to meet.  The Panel will consider all the reports submitted.  It will consider only written reports; any advice given orally should be confirmed in writing and will in due course become an appendix to any Statement that is written.  The Panel must first of all decide what weight to place on each report and then weigh the information in order to come to a reasoned conclusion as to the child’s needs and whether any special provision is required to meet those needs.  

If the Panel recommends that a Statement be written, the Named Officer will move to the fifth step.  If no special provision is to be made, letter 3S will be sent to the parents and, where relevant, the school and other agencies (Paras 8.1 – 8.2).

Timescales for Statutory Assessments

The LEA receives a request to assess a

child for special educational needs








___________________________________








___________________________________








___________________________________








___________________________________

The LEA must say within 6 weeks whether
___________________________________

It will proceed with such an assessment






6 weeks
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___________________________________








___________________________________

Where an LEA decides to assess a child it
___________________________________

must give the parents a draft statement

___________________________________

within a further 12 weeks








18 weeks








___________________________________







___________________________________








___________________________________








___________________________________

Once the parent is given a draft statement,
___________________________________

the LEA must consider any comments the
___________________________________

parents may make and give a final statement
___________________________________

within a further 8 weeks








26 weeks

Where an LEA fails to meet the time limits it may be because it asked the Health Authority or Social Services for advice about the child, and did not receive a response for a long time.  If they delay in such a case was for six weeks or more, the LEA is ‘excused’ from having to meet the time limits.  The Regulations also cite several other circumstances in which the LEA does not need to comply with the time limits.

FIFTH STEP - ISSUE OF STATEMENT 

The Authority will issue a Statement of Special Educational Needs when it concludes that all the special provision necessary to meet a child’s needs cannot reasonably be provided within the resources normally available to mainstream schools.

A Statement is in six parts:

Part 1

Introduction: The child’s name and address and date of birth; home language and religion; the name and address(es) of the child’s parents.

Part 2

Special Educational Needs (learning difficulties): Details of each and every one of the child’s special educational needs as identified during statutory assessment and in the light of the advice received and attached as appendices to the Statement.

Part 3

Special Educational Provision: The special educational provision that the Authority considers necessary to meet the child’s special educational needs.



a)
the objectives that the special educational provision should aim to meet;



b)
the special educational provision which the Authority considers appropriate to meet the needs set out in Part 2 and to meet the objectives;



c)
the arrangements to be made for monitoring progress in meeting those objectives, particularly for setting short-term targets for the child’s progress and for reviewing his or her progress on a regular basis.

Part 4

Placement: The type and name of school where the special educational provision set out in Part 3 is to be made or the Authority’s arrangements for provision to be made otherwise than in school.

Part 5

Non-Educational Needs: All relevant non-educational needs of the child as agreed between the health services, social services or other agencies and the Authority.

Part 6

Non-Educational Provision: Details of relevant non-educational provision required to meet the non-educational needs of the child as agreed between the health services and/or social services and the Authority, including the agreed arrangements for its provision.



(Para 8.29).




The Statement consists of these sections together with the advice on which they are based attached as Appendices.  There is a legal requirement that the advice is set out in Appendices in the following way:

Appendix A

Advice and representations from the parents.

Appendix B

Educational Advice.

Appendix C

Medical Advice.

Appendix D

Psychological Advice.

Appendix E

Advice from the Social Services Department.

Appendix F

Other Advice.

Once completed a proposed Statement together with its Appendices and a list of schools is sent to the parents, together with the letter SEN 3.  A copy is also sent to all those who submitted advice.  The parents have 15 days in which to make comments or representations on the proposed Statement and to express a preference for a school.  The parents may seek a meeting with the Named Officer or one of the persons contributing advice to discuss points arising out of the Statement or appendices and if this happens, the period for consideration by the parents will be extended by another 15 days.  (Para 8: 54 –8:55)

CONSIDERATION OF PARENTS’ PREFERENCE

Once the parent has expressed a preference for a school, the Authority will consult the school (para 8.50).  Schools have 15 days in which to respond.  The Authority is required to comply with the parents’ preference provided that:

· the school is suitable to the child’s age, ability and aptitude and to his/her special educational needs, set out in Part 2 of the Statement.

· the attendance of the child at the school is not incompatible with the provision of efficient education for the children with whom he/she would be educated 

· the placement is an efficient use of resources (para 8:62)

The parent may also make a request for a place in a non-maintained school.  The Authority has to consider any such request but need not comply with it if it can show the appropriate provision can be made in a maintained school and/or the compliance would be incompatible with the efficient use of resources.  If the Authority refuses a request for a place in a non-maintained school, it will give the parent a further right to express a preference for a maintained school (para 8:69).

Before placing a child in a residential school, the Authority will consult the Social Services Department (Para 8.71).

If the independent school to be named in the Statement is not approved, the Authority has to seek the specific consent of the Secretary of State.

Following this period of consultations, the Authority will confirm the Statement (Letter 4N), modify the Statement (Letter 4M), or decide not to make a Statement (Letter 3S).  Once a Statement has been finalised, the Governing Body of the school named in it has to admit the child and is responsible for ensuring that the pupil’s needs are met in accordance with the Statement.

NOTE IN LIEU OF A STATEMENT

A Note in Lieu of a Statement contains a description of the child’s needs and the objectives for the child’s education, but will not make any reference to special provision to be made by the Authority.  Its purpose is to inform the child’s teachers about his or her needs and the specific objectives for his or her education using information that has been obtained as a result of a statutory assessment.  The letter is sent with a Note in Lieu is letter 3L (Paras 8.15 – 8.20).

DISAGREEMENT RESOLUTION
The Authority offers a Disagreement Resolution service through the Regional SEN Partnership.  If a parent disagrees with any decision of the Authority, they may seek a referral to this service which is currently managed by the Boys and Girls Welfare Society.  Further details may be obtained from the Special Education Section.

APPEALS

Parents may appeal to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal:

(a)
against the Authority’s decision not to conduct a formal assessment;

(b)
against the Authority ‘s decision not to issue a Statement;

(c)
against the contents of the Statement;

(d)
against the Authority’s decision to cease to maintain a Statement.

Parents may also appeal to the Tribunal if they feel that their child has been discriminated against because of his or her disability.

Appeals have to be registered with the Tribunal in London within two months of the Authority’s decision. A booklet describing the work of the Tribunal is available from the Education Department.
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