Statutory Proposal for the change of category of  Wirral Hospital School and Home Education Service from Community Special School to Foundation Special School from 1st December 2010. 

This proposal is given in accordance with section 19(3) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that the Governing Body; Wirral Hospitals School and Home Education Service intends to make a prescribed alteration to Wirral Hospitals School and Home Education Service, Community Special School. Joseph Paxton Campus, 157, Park Road North, Birkenhead, Wirral. CH410EZ. 

The proposed alteration is to ‘Change School Category from Community Special to Foundation Special from 01 December 2010’. 

Wirral Hospitals’ School holds a unique position within Wirral Education Authority and is a valued part of the overall provision made for school aged children with a range of medical needs on the Wirral. The Governing Body have a vision for the school, which commits to continuing development, to continue to offer a protective, nurturing and supportive environment for all pupils attending the school or accessing its services. By having greater autonomy and control under Foundation Status, we can make decisions based on what is best for the pupils who attend our school. 

The unique nature of the Hospitals’ School requires space, security and tranquility. By becoming Foundation we will be in a stronger position to protect the environment in which the pupils are taught and supported and will be able to use the buildings and land at Joseph Paxton Campus in ways which we believe will benefit our pupils and their families best. 

We want to make staffing appointments which will best support our vision. By becoming Foundation the Governing Body can, more flexibly, appoint staff to meet the pupils’ needs.
The Governing Body will gain new powers and responsibilities. It will become the employer of all staff. The teaching and non-teaching staff will retain their current terms and conditions when they transfer to the employment of the Governing Body. The school’s land and buildings will transfer to the Governing Body.

The school will continue to receive support from the Local Authority, School Improvement partner (SIP) and will be subject to routine Ofsted inspections.

The constitution of the Governing Body will change but still have representations from staff, local authority, parents and community.

Proposed Constitution: 20 Governors plus up to two Sponsor Governors.

    7 Parent Governors

    6 Community Governors
    2 Foundation Governors

    1 Local Authority Governor
    4 Staff Governors (including the Headteacher and one non-teaching staff representative)
   Results of Consultation

    Stakeholders sent consultation documents in March 2009 included:

    Governors

    All teachers and Support Staff

    All parents and students

 Local schools and Further Education providers.
Professional associations / Trade Unions

Local Authority (CYPD)

Local Health Primary Care Trusts including CAMHS.

Local MP’s and Local Party spokespersons.

Local Community Groups / Advice Groups and Services.

Connexions Service

From consultation documents issued March 2009 there were 10 replies.

 2 parents

 2 staff

 4 partner agencies

 1 local authority

 1 response from local MP 
The Governors considered responses to the consultation at a meeting on 5th May 2009. After taking into account the results of the consultation, the governors decided to proceed to the publication of the Statutory Proposal. 
Copies of the minutes of the Governing Body meeting, the original consultation document, the statutory notice and this complete proposal document are available from:
Mary Cooil, Clerk to the Governors, Wirral Hospitals School and Home Education Service, Joseph Paxton Campus, 157, Park Road North, Claughton, Wirral. CH41 0EZ or by email to schooloffice@wirralhospitals-school.wirral.sch.uk 

The Governing Body has complied with all aspects of applicable statutory guidance in relation to consultation over these proposals.

How can I make a representation?

Within four weeks from the date of publication of these proposals, any person may make representations on the proposal by sending them to:

Mary Cooil, Clerk to the Governors (Please mark envelopes FOUNDATION RESPONSE) , Wirral Hospitals School and Home Education Service, Joseph Paxton Campus, 157, Park Road North, Claughton, Wirral. CH41 0EZ or by email to schooloffice@wirralhospitals-school.wirral.sch.uk (please title email FOUNDATION RESPONSE).
Christina Muspratt

Chair of Governors

Wirral Hospitals School and Home Education Service.

